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CODE REQUEST FORM FOR ACADEMIC PROGRAM CODES

REQUESTOR CONTACT INFORMATION

Date: October 23, 2014 Effective term of request (Semester-Year): Fall 2014

Name: Stuart Lau Title: Registrar

Campus: Manoa Office/Department: Office of the Registrar

Phone: 956-5322 Email: stuarti@hawaii.edu

1. PROGRAM CODE, MAJOR CODE, CONCENTRATION CODE _ Banner forms: SMAPRLE, SOACURR, STVMAJR
Arts 4

Institution: UH Manoa (MAN) E College: 10 Department: Physics %j Astronomy PA

Col\eaes of oSciences

New program code EI Change/replace existing program code:

Level: [M] Undergraduate [] Graduate [] First-Professional [] Post-Baccalaureate DOther:

Degree: Bachelor of Science %Q Certificate:

If requesting an existing Major code and/or Concentration code in Banner:

Existing Major: Existing Concentration: o
Code Description Code Description

If requesting a new [l] Major code or [_] Concentration code that does not exist in Banner:
New Code [4 char/space limit]: ASTP Description [30 char/space limit]: Astrophysics
If a similar major/concentration code exists in Banner, please list the code:

Is this major/concentration code being used the same way at other UH campuses?

Is 50% or greater of the classes in this program offered at a location other than the Home Campus? |:] Yes No
(Please consult your Financial Aid Officer on Program Participation Agreement impact)

Is this program/major/certificate financial aid eligible? Yes [:] No (Financial Aid Officer consultation required for all new program codes)

Should this program be available for applicants to select as their planned course of study on the online application? Yes [ ]No
(If yes, students may select the code as their only program of study.)
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CODE REQUEST FORM FOR ACADEMIC PROGRAM CODES

Replacing or eliminating an existing program code:

If replacing an existing program code, are current students “grandfathered” under the old code? D Yes |:| No

Should the old program code be available for use in Banner? [ ] Yes [ INo

Will the old program code be available for: Banner Module Yes
Online Application
Recruitment
Admissions
General Student
Academic History

Ending Term (Semester-Year)
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2. CERTIFICATES ONLY:

Does this certificate qualify as a Gainful Employment Program (Title IV-eligible certificate program)? [ | Yes [:l No
(Please consult your Financial Aid Officer or see: http://www.ifap.ed.gov/GainfulEmploymentinfo/index.html)

For new certificates approved by the Chancellor, the related BOR authorized academic program is:

3. NEW CAMPUS, COLLEGE, DIVISION, OR DEPARTMENT CODE Banner forms: STVCAMP, STVCOLL, STVDIVS, STVDEPT

Campus code [3 char]:

Campus description [30 char/space limit]:

College code [2 char]:

College description [30 char/space limit]:

Division code [4 char/space limit]:

Division description [30 char/space limit]:

Department code [4 char/space limit]:

Department description [30 char/space limit]:

CRF 325

Page 2
Rev. 07-2011




UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I
CODE REQUEST FORM FOR ACADEMIC PROGRAM CODES

4. NEW COURSE SUBJECT CODE (Subject Alpha)

Banner form: STVSUBJ

College: Department:

Subject code [4 char/space limit]: Subject description [30 char/space limit]:

5. NEW MINOR (Minor codes are listed on the Major code table)

Banner form: STVMAIR

Minor Code [4 char/space limit]: Minor Description [30 char/space limit]:

Please briefly describe your request and explain why you are requesting the code(s):
Lorena '
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BOR has approvedfhe Bachelor of Arts in Astrremy, effective 8/21/2014
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

Please see the Code Request Guide for the required supporting documents to be submitted. Documents submitted with this form:

[il Board of Regents meeting minutes and supporting documents provided to the BOR O\PP r0\/24/ Cor\ﬁf\meg{ W/ MA'VH](M

[ ] Memo from UH President
D Memo from Chancellor
D Curriculum (required for requests for new programs/majors/minors/certificates)

[:] Gainful Employment Program notification to the US Department of Education

D Other:
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CAMPUS VERIFICATION

Requestor Signature //p[\j' A Date October 23,2014

Registrar (if different from Requestor)

Print name Signature Date
Email/memo in lieu of Registrar’s signature may be attached

Financial Aid Officer (Financial Aid Officer consultation required | new program codes)
Jodic Kun A io/27]1y

Print name Signature Date
Email/memo in lieu of Financial Aid Officer’s signature may be attached

For Community Colleges, verification of consultation with OVPCC Academic Affairs:

Print name Signature Date
Email/memo in lieu of signature may be attached

Send completed form and supporting documentation to:
Institutional Research and Analysis Office (IRAO)

1633 Bachman Place Email: iro-mail@lists.hawaii.edu
Sinclair Annex 2, Room 4 Fax: 808-956-9870
Honolulu, HI 96822 Phone: 808-956-7532

After all required forms and supporting documents have been submitted, please allow at least two weeks for processing by IRAO and Banner
Central.

= /
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY Date form/docs received: |Q[2%] (4
Program code [12]: ASTP- p5 Program Description [30]: AsArophysics - BS
CIP code [6]: CIP description [30]: s
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The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS)

(l l Statistical data and Information on Postsecondary Institutions
IPEDS  Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP)
# Home /' CIP Selector {z) Help Contact NCES
CIP 2010 (change year) Browse Search Crosswalk Resources Quick CIP (7 Go
Detail for CIP Code 40.0202 = Print

Title: Astrophysics.

Definition: A program that focuses on the theoretical and observational study of the structure, properties,
and behavior of stars, star systems and clusters, stellar life cycles, and related phenomena. Includes
instruction in cosmology, plasma kinetics, stellar physics, convolution and non-equilibrium radiation transfer
theory, non-Euclidean geometries, mathematical modeling, galactic structure theory, and relativistic
astronomy.

Action: No Substantive Changes
'~ Crosswalk &

¥ CIP Title or Definition Changed

[cIP 2000

|CIP 2010
(Code Title | Action . Code Title
140.0202 |Astrophysics. = ]40.0202 |Astrophysics.

v Illustrative Examples &

None available
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- 40.01) Physical Sciences.

40.0101) Physical Sciences.
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40.0201) Astronomy.

40.0202) Astrophysics.
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40.0299) Astronomy and Astrophysics, Other.
40.04) Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology.

40.0401) Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology, General.
40.0402) Atmospheric Chemistry and Climatology.
40.0403) Atmospheric Physics and Dynamics.

40.0404) Meteorology.

40.0499) Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology, Other.
40.05) Chemistry.

40.0501) Chemistry, General.

40.0502) Analytical Chemistry.

40.0503) Inorganic Chemistry.

40.0504) Organic Chemistry.

40.0506) Physical Chemistry.

40.0507) Polymer Chemistry.

40.0508) Chemical Physics.

40.0509) Environmental Chemistry.

40.0510) Forensic Chemistry.

40.0511) Theoretical Chemistry.

40.0599) Chemistry, Other.
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Meeting of the Board of Regents Minutes of August 21, 2014 - Page 4 of 14

committee are up for approval by consent agenda. Board members may ask to take up
any item individually.

a. Report from the Committee on Academic Affairs

Regent Gee summarized that the committee reviewed and recommends for approval
six program proposals: three new and three requests for permanent status and an
honorary degree request; received an update on the Complete College America
Conference; and on the STAR system regarding on-time degree completion.

Regent Gee explained that regarding the requests for approval of programs, the
scope of review focuses beyond the content, which is the purview of the campus. At the
board level, the review considers policy factors, such as self sufficiency, adequate
enroliment, avoiding mission creep, curriculum drift, duplication, impact on accreditation
and strategic mission of the campus and system, and value to student career goals and
employment. Regent Matayoshi added that the proposals need to provide a holistic
approach, with information on the annual budget, priorities, workforce development
balance, address duplication, provide collaboration for cost savings.

1. UH Manoa: Request for two Approvals of a New Provisional Degree, Bachelor of
Arts in Astronomy and Bachelor of Science in Astrophysics, College of Natural Sciences
and Institute for Astronomy.

The committee supported the idea, especially the coordination and collaboration,
and recognized the benefit of bringing research and academic activities closer together.
The committee wanted to ensure the program was effective immediately so current
students could declare the major immediately. The committee wanted to ensure there
was no duplication and ease of transfer. The committee noted affordability is a priority
and was concerned about the high fees, even though they would be waived in the first
two years. The committee was also concerned about balancing flexibility with sufficient
course offerings to ensure that students are able complete the degree , which has been
an ongoing challenge across the board for STEM degrees. Lastly, the committee was
concerned about the impact of the new program on the budget, strategically, because it
will not break even until the third year — will reallocate and capitalize on investment in
current faculty and resources.

2. UH Manoa: Request Approval to Change from Provisional to Established Status,
Bachelor of Business Administration in Entrepreneurship, Shidler College of Business.

The committee indicated that the request answered every question and noted the
success of the program and that it fulfills the strategic area of business to get more
people into entrepreneurial activities.

3. UH Hilo: Request to Approve Provisional Masters in Heritage Management to be
Offered through the Department of Anthropology.
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TO: Chair, Board of Regents

VIA: David Lassne ) QM
President

VIA: Tom Apple %
Chancellor @_)\‘

FROM: Reed Dasenbrock 7)o"
Vice Chancellor for Kgademic Affairs

SUBJECT: REQUEST APPROVAL OF A NEW PROVISIONAL DEGREE, BACHELOR OF
ARTS IN ASTRONOMY AND BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ASTROPHYSICS,
COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND INSTITUTE FOR ASTRONOMY,
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'l AT MANOA

SPECIFIC ACTION REQUESTED:
It is requested that the Board of Regents approve of a new provisional Bachelor of Arts in

Astronomy and Bachelor of Science in Astrophysics at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa.

RECOMMENDED EFFECTIVE DATE:
To be effective upon Board of Regents approval.

ADDITIONAL COSTS:
For the first two years, most of the costs of the program will be borne by the College of Natural

Sciences and Institute for Astronomy budgets. In cooperation with UH Hilo, we plan to fundraise
for a dedicated educational telescope in an existing dome on Mauna Kea. Beginning in year
three, the programs project a positive revenue stream.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Board of Regents policy 5-1 a (1) states that “The Board shall approve the establishment of all

new instructional programs granting academic credit leading to a degree or credential.”

Significance/Contribution of this degree:
With its unique access to the largest astronomical infrastructure and one of the best observing
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astronomy students. UH Manoa (UHM) has one of the largest graduate programs in the country,
but no undergraduate program. In cooperation between the College of Natural Sciences (CNS)
and the Institute for Astronomy (IfA), we propose to create two new degree programs, which will
prepare students for careers in astronomy or related fields, and will enable undergraduate
students to participate in astronomical research at the IfA.

e The B.S. Astrophysics Major is a rigorous physics degree, preparing students for
graduate school in astronomy, astrophysics, or physics with the long-term goal of a
research career. This option draws heavily upon existing undergraduate courses in the
Physics program at UHM.

e The B.A. Astronomy Major is intended for students planning careers in planetarium work,
night assistant work, teaching, science writing, or other STEM-related fields. This option
integrates a number of existing Astronomy courses into a coherent program.

The proposed programs will support our strategic goal to attract more Native Hawaiian students
into STEM fields, and in particular to Astronomy. At present, there are only a few astronomers
of Native Hawaiian decent worldwide. Given the important role of the islands in Astronomy, we
want to enable and support local students in becoming astronomers.

Cost and resource allocation/reallocation implications:

For the first two years, most of the costs of the program will be borne by the CNS and IfA
budgets. In cooperation with UH Hilo (UHH), we plan to fundraise for a dedicated educational
telescope in an existing dome on Mauna Kea. Beginning in year three, the programs project a
positive revenue stream.

Demand projections:
We have conducted extensive surveys, both of the student body already enrolled at UHM, as

well as with high school students. We also receive a significant number of inquiries from out-of-
state students who are interested in programs in astronomy and astrophysics. Based on this
information, as well as comparisons with peer schools, we estimate that the programs will
attract 20 Astronomy majors and 12 Astrophysics majors per year.

Accreditation impact (if any): None.

Examples (2-3) of similar models from peer institutions:

All of the 33 peer and benchmark institutions identified by the National Research Council offer
undergraduate degree programs in astronomy and astrophysics. UHM is unique in not offering a
comparable program. The programs at the University of Arizona, at Harvard University, and at
several of the University of California campuses are comparable models.

Similar programs at other UH campuses:

The BS in Astronomy at UH Hilo has a unique focus and emphasis that differs significantly from
both the proposed BS Astrophysics and BA Astronomy programs at UHM. Together, these three
programs fan out a broad base of student interests, with the BA Astronomy (UHM) having the
leanest requirements in physics, while the BS Astrophysics (UHM) is a full physics degree
including a full set of upper level physics courses. The UHH BS Astronomy degree covers a
broad base in the middle of this spectrum. The three programs will be coordinated in a way that
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is complementary, with different specializations, but utilizing a common infrastructure, cross-
listed courses, and opportunities for distance learning.

Statement from campus administration of new program’s strategic value within the UH priorities:
Per the campus strategic plan, Manoa should ‘expand and create transdisciplinary opportunities
and programs” and “increase student appreciation for research and all types of scholarly
activities, and emphasize that they are an integral part of teaching and learning.”

Today, Manoa is unique in not offering an undergraduate degree program in astronomy or
astrophysics, despite its continued ranking in the upper tier of graduate degree programs
nationally and throughout the world. In fact, all 33 of our peer and benchmark institutions (as
defined by the National Research Council list of Astronomy Graduate Programs), offer
undergraduate degree programs in astronomy or astrophysics.

Through the proposed programs, our students interested in astronomy will have the distinct
advantage of participating in the discoveries and the research occurring at the world-class
astronomical facilities in their own state.

Impact of new program request on campus budget allocation and mission priority:

One of the overall strategic goals of the UH system is to increase the overall number of UH
degrees in STEM fields. UH is presently still ahead of the goals it has set in this area, but this is
a goal that we should be happy to exceed. UH Manoa has been introducing new undergraduate
STEM majors in a number of fields, Computer Engineering, Cell and Molecular Biology,
Biochemistry, and Public Health, and we see these two new degrees as complementing these in
ways that should continue to pull more students into STEM fields.

ACTION RECOMMENDED:
It is recommended that the Board of Regents approve of a new provisional Bachelor of Arts in

Astronomy and Bachelor of Science in Astrophysics at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa.

Attachment

c: Joanne Itano, Interim Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs (without attachment)
Cynthia Quinn, Executive Administrator and Secretary, Board of Regents
William Ditto, Dean, College of Natural Sciences
Guenther Hasinger, Director, Institute for Astronomy
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for a dedicated educational telescope in an existing dome on Mauna Kea. Beginning in year
three, the programs project a positive revenue stream.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Board of Regents policy 5-1 a (1) states that “The Board shall approve the establishment of all
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astronomy students. UH Manoa (UHM) has one of the largest graduate programs in the country,
but no undergraduate program. In cooperation between the College of Natural Sciences (CNS)
and the Institute for Astronomy (IfA), we propose to create two new degree programs, which will
prepare students for careers in astronomy or related fields, and will enable undergraduate
students to participate in astronomical research at the HfA.

» The B.S. Astrophysics Major is a rigorous physics degree, preparing students for
graduate school in astronomy, astrophysics, or physics with the long-term goal of a
research career. This option draws heavily upon existing undergraduate courses in the
Physics program at UHM.

e The B.A. Astronomy Major is intended for students planning careers in planetarium work,
night assistant work, teaching, science writing, or other STEM-related fields. This option
integrates a number of existing Astronomy courses into a coherent program.

The proposed programs will support our strategic goal to attract more Native Hawaiian students
into STEM fields, and in particular to Astronomy. At present, there are only a few astronomers
of Native Hawaiian decent worldwide. Given the important role of the islands in Astronomy, we
want to enable and support local students in becoming astronomers.

Cost and resource allocation/reallocation implications:

For the first two years, most of the costs of the program will be borne by the CNS and IfA
budgets. In cooperation with UH Hilo (UHH), we plan to fundraise for a dedicated educational
telescope in an existing dome on Mauna Kea. Beginning in year three, the programs project a
positive revenue stream.

Demand projections:

We have conducted extensive surveys, both of the student body already enrolled at UHM, as
well as with high school students. We also receive a significant number of inquiries from out-of-
state students who are interested in programs in astronomy and astrophysics. Based on this
information, as well as comparisons with peer schools, we estimate that the programs will
attract 20 Astronomy majors and 12 Astrophysics majors per year.

Accreditation impact (if any): None.

Examples (2-3) of similar models from peer institutions:

All of the 33 peer and benchmark institutions identified by the National Research Council offer
undergraduate degree programs in astronomy and astrophysics. UHM is unique in not offering a
comparable program. The programs at the University of Arizona, at Harvard University, and at
several of the University of California campuses are comparable models.

Similar programs at other UH campuses:

The BS in Astronomy at UH Hilo has a unique focus and emphasis that differs significantly from
both the proposed BS Astrophysics and BA Astronomy programs at UHM. Together, these three
programs fan out a broad base of student interests, with the BA Astronomy (UHM) having the
leanest requirements in physics, while the BS Astrophysics (UHM) is a full physics degree
including a full set of upper level physics courses. The UHH BS Astronomy degree covers a
broad base in the middle of this spectrum. The three programs will be coordinated in a way that
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is complementary, with different specializations, but utilizing a common infrastructure, cross-
listed courses, and opportunities for distance learning.

Statement from campus administration of new program’s strategic value within the UH priorities:
Per the campus strategic plan, Manoa should “expand and create transdisciplinary opportunities
and programs” and “increase student appreciation for research and all types of scholarly
activities, and emphasize that they are an integral part of teaching and learning.”

Today, Manoa is unique in not offering an undergraduate degree program in astronomy or
astrophysics, despite its continued ranking in the upper tier of graduate degree programs
nationally and throughout the world. In fact, all 33 of our peer and benchmark institutions (as
defined by the National Research Council list of Astronomy Graduate Programs), offer
undergraduate degree programs in astronomy or astrophysics.

Through the proposed programs, our students interested in astronomy will have the distinct
advantage of participating in the discoveries and the research occurring at the world-class
astronomical facilities in their own state.

Impact of new program request on campus budget allocation and mission priority:

One of the overall strategic goals of the UH system is to increase the overall number of UH
degrees in STEM fields. UH is presently still ahead of the goals it has set in this area, but this is
a goal that we should be happy to exceed. UH Manoa has been introducing new undergraduate
STEM majors in a number of fields, Computer Engineering, Cell and Molecular Biology,
Biochemistry, and Public Health, and we see these two new degrees as complementing these in
ways that should continue to pull more students into STEM fields.

ACTION RECOMMENDED:
It is recommended that the Board of Regents approve of a new provisional Bachelor of Arts in
Astronomy and Bachelor of Science in Astrophysics at the University of Hawai'‘i at Manoa.

Attachment

¢. Joanne ltano, Interim Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs (without attachment)
Cynthia Quinn, Executive Administrator and Secretary, Board of Regents
William Ditto, Dean, College of Natural Sciences
Guenther Hasinger, Director, Institute for Astronomy



PROPOSAL FOR A

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN ASTROPHYSICS
AND

BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE IN ASTRONOMY

IN THE

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY
COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘l AT MANOA

Locus (Unit School/College): College of Natural Sciences
Chair/Conveners of Planning Committee: Giinther Hasinger, Pui Lam
Program Category: New

Department Unit/Program: Physics and Astronomy

Level of Program: Undergraduate

Degree and Certificates Proposed: Bachelor of Science in Astrophysics

Bachelor of Arts in Astronomy

Proposed Date of Implementation: Academic Year 2014 - 2015

Final Version: 16 July, 2014



Table of Contents

1. Program Objectives and Learning Outcomes

A. Program Objectives

B. Learning Outcomes
i. Astrophysics BS Learning Objectives
ii. Astronomy BA Learning Objectives

2. Appropriateness of the Program for the College, University, and State

A. Relationship to State, Univ. and Campus mission and development plans
B. Uniqueness of the new BS and BA Programs within the UH System
C. Survey of Programs at Peer and Benchmark Institutions

AN DB WWW

D. Justification for Administering through the Dept. of Physics&Astronomy 7

E. Student Interest
F. Astronomy Employment Opportunities in Hawaii

3. Organization of the Program

=

A. Program Course Requirements

i. Required for BA in Astronomy

ii. Required for BS in Astrophysics
. Program Admission
. Advising and Counseling
. Focus Requirements
Transfer from Community Colleges
Changing Tracks between BA and BS
. Scheduling Considerations
Enrollment in the Program

QmMmoOw

. Resources

A. Faculty
B. Space Resources
C. Equipment and Supply Resources
D. Other Resources
E. Sources of Funds
Efficiency
Demonstration of Effectiveness
A. Student Outcomes
B. Student Placement
C. Course and Instructor Evaluation

. Appendices

. Suggested UHM Catalog Listing

. Sample 4-year Graduation Plans

. Curriculum Map, Program Plans, Rubrics and Assessment

. New Proposed Courses for the Astrophysics/Astronomy Majors
Revised Course Listings in Support of Astrophysics/Astronomy Majors
Letter of Support

. Academic Cost and Revenue Template

OmMmuOw

8

10
11
11
11
12
13
13
14
14
15
15
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
20
22
22
23
23
24
25
26
28
30
70
75
78



1. Program Objectives and Learning Qutcomes
A. Program Objectives

We propose to create two new degree programs. Both will prepare UH-Manoa (UHM)
students for careers in astronomy or related fields, and both will enable students to
participate in astronomical research at the Institute for Astronomy (IfA).

The B.S. Astrophysics Major is a rigorous option for students preparing for graduate
studies in astronomy, astrophysics or physics with the long-term goal of a research career.
The selection of courses and emphasis on research for this degree are modeled on the under-
graduate preparation of most UHM astronomy graduate students. This option draws heavily
on existing physics undergraduate courses in the Physics program at UHM.

The B.A. Astronomy Major is intended for students planning careers in planetarium
work, night assistant work, teaching, science writing, or other STEM-related fields. This
option integrates a number of existing Astronomy courses into a coherent program.

B. Learning Outcomes

The astrophysics and astronomy degrees both cover the nature and content of the
astronomical universe and the techniques used to make astronomical observations; in
addition, the astrophysics degree emphasizes in-depth knowledge of physics and
mathematical applications of physics to astronomy.

i.  Astrophysics BS Learning Objectives

Astrophysics students will be able to:

1. Explain the physical laws and concepts of classical mechanics, thermodynamics and
statistical mechanics, electromagnetism, optics, relativity, and quantum mechanics.

2. Describe the nature, structure, distribution, and formation of astronomical objects,
including planets, stars, and galaxies, and the history of the universe.

3. Demonstrate an appreciation of the universality of physical laws and apply these laws to
explain phenomena in astronomical systems and the universe.

4. Formulate astrophysical problems in mathematical terms and use analytic and numerical
methods to obtain solutions.

5. Use the scientific method to ask meaningful questions, to design experiments to address
these questions, to acquire and critically analyze the data, and to draw appropriate
conclusions.

Communicate research design and results effectively in both written and oral formats.
7. Define and interpret the observational properties of astronomical objects.

Reduce astronomical images and spectra using standard analysis software, and measure
observational properties from reduced data.



9. Propose, plan, and conduct astronomical observations with professional telescopes.

10. Use sources from astronomical literature, databases, and on-line catalogs to obtain
relevant information about astronomical objects and theories.

ii. Astronomy BA Learning Objectives

Astronomy students will be able to:

1. Describe physical laws, emphasizing the elements of mechanics, electromagnetism,
thermodynamics, and modern physics.

2. Describe the nature, structure, distribution, and formation of astronomical objects,
including planets, stars, and galaxies, and the history of the universe.

3. Demonstrate an appreciation of the universality of physical laws and apply these laws to
explain phenomena in astronomical systems and the universe.

4. Use the scientific method to ask meaningful questions, to design experiments to address
these questions, to acquire and critically analyze the data, and to draw appropriate
conclusions.

5. Communicate research design and results effectively in both written and oral formats.
Define and interpret the observational properties of astronomical objects.

7. Reduce astronomical images and spectra using standard analysis software, and measure
observational properties from reduced data.

Propose, plan, and conduct astronomical observations with professional telescopes.

9. Use sources from astronomical literature, databases, and on-line catalogs to obtain
relevant information about astronomical objects and theories.

2. Appropriateness of the Program for the College, University, and State
A. Relationship to State, University and Campus mission and development plans

The State of Hawai‘i has placed considerable recent emphasis on developing an
infrastructure that can support high technology industries. In 2007, then Governor Lingle
began the Hawai‘i Innovation Initiative, which has a stated goal of “...providing Hawai‘i
students with world-class analytical and problem-solving skills developed through science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM) education.” The Abercrombie administration
has reiterated the importance of “... a conscious effort by government ... to establish digital
media, information technology, nanotechnology, ocean sciences, biotechnology, aerospace,
astronomy, and other innovation fields. These industries bring dollars into Hawai‘i, often
have minimal impacts on our environment, enhance the quality of education, lead our drive
toward self-sufficiency, and create high paying jobs for our local families.” The
establishment of undergraduate Astrophysics and Astronomy Programs will help to support



these goals by providing a young, motivated, and highly educated workforce for the
growing STEM-based economy.

The University of Hawai‘i at Manoa is the flagship campus of the University of Hawai‘i
system and is ranked by the Camnegie Foundation as the only top-tier research university in
the State of Hawai‘i. One of the stated goals of the previous UHM Chancellor is to establish
Manoa as “a leading, global research university that meets society’s needs around the
world.” The 2010 Manoa strategic plan defines as strategic goals that we should “expand
and create transdisciplinary opportunities and programs” and “increase student appreciation
for research and all types of scholarly activities, and emphasize that they are an integral part
of teaching and learning.” The proposed Astrophysics and Astronomy Programs will be
hosted within the Department of Physics & Astronomy (P&A) at UHM, but will provide a
“transdisciplinary” education through both required and elective upper-level courses that
will include educational contributions from both P&A and IfA faculty. Students pursuing
both the BS Astrophysics and BA Astronomy degrees will be encouraged to integrate
research and education through required Astronomy Laboratory (ASTR 300L) and
Observational Projects courses (ASTR 301) that will teach modern techniques used in
astronomical research, and will also be encouraged to participate in faculty-directed
investigations through enrollment in Senior Research Projects (ASTR 495).

B. Uniqueness of the new BS and BA Programs within the UH System

Undergraduate BS Astrophysics and BA Astronomy degrees have never be offered within
the UH system. The only current undergraduate degree program in astronomy is the BS
Astronomy Major at UH-Hilo (UHH). The BS Astronomy major at UHH has a unique
focus and emphasis that differs significantly from both the proposed BS Astrophysics and
BA Astronomy majors at UHM. Also, the BS Astronomy major at UHH does not offer the
depth of Physics course requirements that are part of the proposed BS Astrophysics major at
UHM. The large and diverse faculties in P&A and the IfA at UHM offer a unique
opportunity to teach the courses required for a rigorous Astrophysics and Astronomy degree
program that is on a par with our national peers. Both P&A and IfA faculty voted on and
strongly support this initiative. The new B.S. Astrophysics and B.A. Astronomy
undergraduate programs at UHM will be coordinated with the existing B.S. Astronomy
undergraduate program in Hilo in a way that all three programs are complementary to each
other, with different specializations, but utilizing common infrastructure, cross-listing
courses, and exploring opportunities for distance learning.

Currently, undergraduates at UH Hilo also have the option of taking a BA in Natural
Science (NS) with a minor in Astronomy. This option may be attractive to students with a
broad interest in natural science. However, it is somewhat less focused than the BA
Astronomy degree proposed here: the UHH minor requires 15 credits of Astronomy
(including 6 upper-division credits), while the BA degree will require 27 credits of
Astronomy (including 21 upper-division credits). It therefore appears that the BA Natural
Sciences with an Astronomy minor and the proposed BA Astronomy major will serve
significantly different student populations as well as different geographical locations. We
note that UH Hilo may, in the future, develop a BA Astronomy program to complement
their existing BS Astronomy degree; this seems entirely appropriate and we would fully
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support the development of a BA Astronomy degree at UHH with requirements broadly
comparable to those of the degree we are proposing for UHM.

We had two meetings with the IfA-Hilo astronomy faculty and the UHH Department of
Physics and Astronomy faculty, together with the IfA director and Dean Hirokawa to
discuss the roster of courses offered and the respective specializations of the different
programs. The attached “tripartite” memo of May 2, 2012 summarizes an agreement
between Guenther Hasinger (IfA Director), William Ditto (Dean, CNS, UHM) and Randy
Hirokawa (Dean, VAS, UHH) to establish a cooperative arrangement between the new
astronomy degree programs at UHM and the existing B.S. Astronomy major at UHH. The
coordination between the UH Hilo and UH Manoa programs was also discussed in several
meetings with the Hilo Chancellor, Philippe Binder (UHH P&A Chair), and UHM VCAA.

The UH Maui College's Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) in Engineering Technology
program includes courses in optics, detectors, and instruments for remote sensing
applications which are congruent to courses offered in the existing BS Astronomy program
at UHH and the proposed BS Astrophysics and BA Astronomy programs at UHM. Since
the Maui program appears to be strongly focused on the mission of the Air Force telescopes
located on Haleakala, there's relatively little duplication of effort; our programs are adjacent
to Maui's but offer a wider perspective on Astronomy and Astrophysics as fields of
scientific research. It seems unlikely that students could easily transfer between programs
since the requirements for a BAS Engineering degree are necessarily quite different from
those for a BA Astronomy or BS Astrophysics degree. However, it should be possible to
allow students to cross-register and take courses remotely; for example, BAS students on
Maui with an interest in observational astronomy could take courses in our programs at
UHM or UHH. Over the longer term, it may be worth exploring a partnership with Maui
and the UHM College of Engineering to develop an Astro-engineering degree with a focus
on instrumentation. The graduates of such a degree would be well-positioned to find
technical jobs with astronomical observatories.

C. Survey of Programs at Peer and Benchmark Institutions

All 33 of our peer and benchmark institutions (as defined by the National Research Council
list of Astronomy Graduate Programs in its “decadal surveys” of the strength and quality of
research doctorate programs in the United States), offer undergraduate major degree
programs. The University of Hawaii at Manoa is unique in not offering an undergraduate
degree program in astronomy or astrophysics, despite its continued ranking in the upper tier
of graduate degree programs nationally, as well as throughout the world. This is a
distinction that we do not want to continue to maintain: it puts students in Hawaii at a
distinct disadvantage when they wish to consider astronomy as a career path, and denies
them the excitement of being able to participate in the discoveries being made and the
research being carried out at the world-class astronomical facilities in their own State.

All of our peer and benchmark astronomy graduate programs at US institutions
administer their undergraduate degree programs in Astronomy and/or Astrophysics either
through a separate Department of Astronomy (23), a combined Department of Physics &
Astronomy (7), or in 3 cases through a combined program that merges the role of a
Department with that of an Observatory or Space Laboratory (e.g. the Lick Board of
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Studies in Astronomy & Astrophysics at UC Santa Cruz, the School of Astronomy and
Space Sciences at U. Minnesota, and the Division of Astrophysics and Space Sciences at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology). The majority of our peer institutions offer both a
BS and BA degree in Astrophysics/Astronomy, and many also offer Minor degree options in
Astronomy/Astrophysics.

D. Justification for Administering through the Department of Physics & Astronomy

Astronomy and Astrophysics are a natural part of the Department of Physics & Astronomy
at UHM, and it is obvious to us that the administration of the undergraduate majors in both
Astrophysics and Astronomy at UHM should be through the Department of Physics &
Astronomy, as is already the case for the graduate programs in Astronomy and Physics,
respectively. Teaching duties for the physics (PHYS) courses in the BA Astronomy and BS
Astrophysics Programs will be covered by the tenured/tenured-track/non-tenure-track P&A
faculty members (see list below).

List of P&A faculty who will teach PHY'S courses in the BA and BS Programs.

1 [Bindi Veronica Tenure-Track I3
2 |Browder Thomas Tenure I5
3 |Elias Luis Tenure I5
4  |Gorham Peter Tenure 15
5  |Harris Fredrick Tenure I5
6 [Kumar Jason Tenure 14
7 |Lam Pui Tenure 15
8 |Learned John Tenure 15
9 Madey John Tenure I5
10 [Marfatia Danny Tenure 14
11 Maricic Jelena Tenure-Track 13
12 [Mathews Geoffrey Non Tenure-Track 12
13 Milincic Non Tenure-Track 12
14 [Nassir Michael Non Tenure-Track 12
15 [Sattler Klaus Tenure I5
16 |Szarmes Eric Tenure 14
17 [Tata Xerxes Tenure I5
18 [Vahsen Sven Tenure-Track 13
19  [Varner Gary Tenure 14
20 [Vause Chester Tenure I5
21  |Von Doetinchem| Philip Tenure-Track 13

Currently there are formally 4 I-positions allocated to IfA to teach astronomy (ASTR)
courses. These 4 I-positions are divided into fractional (0.251) positions, and are occupied
by the 32 IfA faculty (see list below) by rotation (16 each semester), corresponding to who
is teaching each semester. A member of the IfA faculty will serve as the Chair of the
undergraduate astronomy program and will be responsible for staffing ASTR courses.



List of IfA faculty who will teach ASTR Courses in the BA/BS Program

1 Baranac Christoph Tenure-Track | 0.251,0.75R3
2 Barnes Joshua Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
3 Bresolin Fabio Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
4 Chambers | Kenneth Tenure 0.25L,0.75R5
5 Chun Mark Tenure 0.251,0.7585
6 Coleman | Paul Tenure 0.251,0.75S5
7 Cowie Antoinette Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
8 Cowie Len Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
9 Habbal Shadia Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
10 Hasinger | Guenther Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
11 Hodapp Klaus Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
12 | Howard Andrew Tenure-Track | 0.251,0.75R3
13 Hu Esther Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
14 Jedicke Robert Tenure 0.251,0.7585
15 Joseph Robert Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
16 Kaiser Nick Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
17 Kudritzki | Rolf Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
18 Kuhn Jeff Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
19 Lin Haosheng Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
20 Liu Mike Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
21 Lu Jessica Tenure-Track | 0.251,0.75R3
22 Meech Karen Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
23 Mendez Roberto Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
24 | Reipurth | Bo Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
25 Sanders David Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
26 | Szapudi Istvan Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
27 Tholen David Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
28 | Tokunaga | Alan Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
29 | Tonry John Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
30 Tully Brent Tenure 0.251,0.75R5
31 Wainscoat | Richard Tenure 0.251,0.75S5
32 Williams | Jonathan Tenure 0.251,0.75R5

E. Student Interest

To gauge student interest in the new Astrophysics and Astronomy degree programs, we
have used three different methods, each designed to represent distinct groups of potential
undergraduate astronomy majors at UHM - (1) those undergraduate students who are
currently enrolled at UHM and who are taking one of our ASTR Introductory courses (e.g.
ASTR 110) or one of the PHYS Introductory courses (e.g. PHYS 151 or 170), (2) secondary
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school students here in Hawaii who show interest in Astronomy through participation in our
HI STAR summer astronomy research, and (3) high school students outside Hawaii who
contact us asking for information about undergraduate degree programs in Astronomy at
UHM.

1. Students who already enroll in ASTR and/or PHYS Introductory courses:

Astronomy (ASTR) undergraduate Introductory courses have historically been an extremely
popular science elective at UHM, with ~700-800 students annually, over the last two
decades, enrolling in ASTR 100-level courses. With the growing visibility of astronomy as a
career path, and with the increasing interdisciplinary nature of astronomy programs, we are
fielding more and more questions from students in these classes as to the availability of a
formal curriculum path for UHM undergraduate students who wish to further their studies in
astronomy. Just this year, we conducted a one-day, in-class poll of all students attending
our ASTR110 lectures — asking them to indicate their level of interest in both a BA
Astronomy and a BS Astrophysics major. The choices were — A) no interest, B) not very
interested, C) mildly interested and D) very interested. Of the 180 students surveyed, 7
indicated “very interested” in the BA Astronomy Major and 5 indicated “very interested” in
the BS Astrophysics major. The numbers choosing “mildly interested” were 15 for the BA
and 8 for the BS. We have also surveyed students who have already declared that they are
interested in obtaining a Physics undergraduate degree, by asking them which sub-discipline
of Physics (including astrophysics) they would be most interested in, and one quarter (5/20)
indicated “astrophysics”. From these surveys of current UHM undergraduates who enroll
in ASTR and PHYS Introductory courses, we estimate that ~30 students annually would
choose a BA Astronomy major, and ~15 students would choose a BS Astronomy major.

2. Hawaii high school students interested in an Astronomy undergraduate degree at UHM:

The IfA has a history of conducting year-round K-12 outreach programs in Astronomy,
including one of the forefront programs in the country (HI STAR) that allows motivated
Hawaii secondary school students (and some of their teachers !) to be involved with hands
on astronomical research. Several of these students have gone on to participate in, and win
awards at our state science fair, and a few have continued on to the national stage where
they have represented their state with great pride and ability. Although some of the most
gifted of these students have the luxury of scholarship offers to pursue an astronomy degree
at top Universities, until now they have sadly not been able to follow their dream at UHM.
We estimate that ~8 Hawaii senior high school students each year would choose to enroll at
UHM (rather than enrolling at an out-of-state school) to pursue either the BS Astrophysics
or BA Astronomy degree.

3. Qut-of-state students who might enroll at UHM for an Astronomy Undergraduate Degree

The IfA continually receives inquiries from both foreign and mainland high school students
about the possibility of attending UHM to obtain an undergraduate degree in Astrophysics
or Astronomy. Many of these inquiries appear to be motivated by the desire to be at a
University with access to the best astronomical research site on the planet, and several of
these students have actually chosen to visit the observatories in Hawaii prior to making their
inquiry. Based of the annual number of email and phone inquireies to the IfA, iz seems
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reasonable to us to assume that ~12 students per year from outside Hawaii would choose to
enroll at UHM in order to pursue an undergraduate degree in either Astrophysics or
Astronomy.

From all of the above sources of information, and assuming that only 50% of those who
say they are ‘“very interested” in pursuing an undergraduate Astronomy or Astrophysics
degree at UHM, we conservatively estimate that ~20 students per year will choose the BA
Astronomy major, and ~12 students per year will choose the BS Astrophysics major for their
undergraduate degree at UHM.

F. Astronomy Employment Opportunities in Hawaii

The Mauna Kea Observatories (MKO) on Hawaii Island and the Haleakala Science City on
Maui Island are home to what are arguably the most powerful collection of ground based
telescopes on Earth. Both Haleakala and MKO will continue to be the pre-eminent ground-
based astronomical sites for at least the next several decades with the expected arrival of the
world’s most powerful solar telescope - The Advanced Technology Solar Telescope
(ATST) on Haleakala, and the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) on Mauna Kea. The size of
the astronomy workforce in Hawaii is currently estimated to be ~1400 people, including
technology (57%) , science (18%), administration (23%) and maintenance (4%) positions,
and will be expected to grow by ~20% over the next decade with hiring for ATST and TMT.

The most recent comprehensive report of astronomy-related job opportunities in Hawaii
is the 2010 report prepared by the Hawaii County Workforce Investment Board (WIB) and
Mauna Kea Observatories titled, “Hawaii Island Astronomy Workforce Opportunities,
2010-2023”. The WIB-MKO report estimates that ~330 jobs in technology and ~104
science positions will become available on Hawaii Island through 2023, for an average of
~31 jobs per year over the 14-year period, and ALL of these technology/science jobs will
require at least a BA/BS degree, preferably in astronomy or a closely related field.
Currently, Hawaii Island astronomy represents ~60% of the total astronomy-related
workforce in the state, with the remaining jobs on Maui (15%) and Oahu (25%); thus the
total number of technology/ science job openings in the State could be as high as ~52 jobs
per year, all of which will require at least a BS/BA degree in an astronomy related field of

study.

At present, the majority of the technical and science jobs in astronomy are filled by with
out-of-state recruitments, due largely to the lack of Hawaii residents with the prerequisite
degrees and skills required for the technical and science positions. Furthermore, studies
show that turnover is nearly 3 times larger for those out-of-state personnel, compared to
those who were either born in Hawaii or who have been living in Hawaii prior to their
recruitment. Thus, there is a very strong desire by all of the astronomy employers in
Hawaii, to increase the number of Hawaii residents with undergraduate (and graduate)
degrees in astronomy who can then successfully compete for the large number of technical
and science positions in astronomy that will continue to be available for the foreseeable
future.
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3. Organization of the Program
A. Program Course Requirements

Students must fulfill all UHM General Education requirements and all College of Arts &
Sciences requirements. Specific requirements for the B.A. and B.S. degrees include
foundational basic science requirements, Astronomy and Astrophysics core requirements,
and Astronomy and Astrophysics elective requirements. Proposed 4 year graduation plans
are included in Appendix B. In developing the B.S. Astrophysics curriculum, we started
with the existing Physics curriculum, and added Astronomy and Astrophysics courses while
scaling back the upper-level Physics courses to a sequence culminating in Quantum
Mechanics. The B.A. Astronomy curriculum basically combines a number of existing
Astronomy courses with a subset of the new courses developed for the B.S. degree.

i.  Required for BA in Astronomy

Foundational requirements: credits
1. CHEM 161/161L General Chemistry I 4
2. CHEM 162/162L General Chemistry II 4
3. MATH 215 or 241 or 251A Calculus I 4
4. MATH 242 or 252A Calculus II 4
subtotal 16
Astronomy & physics core course requirements: credits
1. ASTR 240 Foundations of Astronomy 3
2. ASTR 300/300L Observational Astronomy 5
3. ASTR 301 (new) Observational Projects 4
4. ASTR 320 (new) Astronomical Spectroscopy 3
5. ASTR 495 (new) Senior Research Project 3
6. PHYS 151/151L College Physics I 4
7. PHYS 152/152L College Physics II 4
8. PHYS 485 Professional Ethics 1
subtotal 27

PHYS 170/170L, 272/272L and 274/274L may be substituted for PHYS 151/151L and
152/152L; the subtotal of the core courses is then 32 credits. In this case, PHYS 274 also
satisfies one of the related elective requirements below.

Astronomy elective requirements.
At least 21 credits.

Astronomy (Three courses from the following, including at least six upper-divison

credits and three 400-level credits; if 495 counts as an elective, it must be taken both

senior semesters for a total of six credits. 110-150 only count if taken before 240)
ASTR 110 Survey of Astronomy
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ASTR 120
ASTR 130
ASTR 140
ASTR 150
ASTR 280
ASTR 281
ASTR 380
ASTR 399
ASTR 426 (new)
ASTR 430 (new)
ASTR 495 (new)

Astronomical Origins
Introduction to Archaeoastronomy
History of Astronomy

Voyage through the Solar System
Evolution of the Universe
Astrobiology

The Cosmos in Western Culture
Directed Reading and Research (max 3 credits)
Galaxies & Cosmology

The Solar System

Senior Research Project

Related subjects (Four courses from the following, including at least three upper-

division credits.)
CHEM 272
ECON 321
EE 160
GG 101 (or 170)
GG 200-level or above
ICS 111
ICS 211
MATH 243
MATH 244
MATH 300-level or above
PHYS 274
PHYS 300-level or above

Organic Chemistry

Introduction to Statistics

Programming for Engineers

Dynamic Earth (or Physical Geology)

(any NI Geo course worth 3 or more credits)
Introduction to Computer Science I
Introduction to Computer Science II

Calculus III

Calculus IV

(any UD Math course worth 3 or more credits)
General Physics 111

(any UD Physics course worth 3 or more credits)

Total Credits of Required Non-Foundational Courses: 48

ii. Required for BS in Astrophysics

Foundational requirements: credits
1. CHEM 161/161L General Chemistry I 4
2. CHEM 162/162L General Chemistry II 4
3. MATH 241 or 251A Calculus 1 4
4. MATH 242 or 252A Calculus I 4
5. MATH 243 Calculus HII 3
6. MATH 244 Calculus IV 3
7. MATH 311 or 307 Linear Algebra 3
subtotal 25
Astrophysics core course requirements:; credits
1. ASTR 241 Foundations of Astrophys. I 3
2. ASTR 242 Foundations of Astrophys. II 3

3. ASTR 300/300L

Observational Astronomy 5
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4. ASTR 301 (new) Observational Projects 4
5. ASTR 423 (new) Stellar Astrophysics 3
6. ASTR 495 (new) Senior Research Project 6
7. PHYS 170/170L General Physics I 5
8. PHYS 272/272L General Physics II 4
9. PHYS 274/274L General Physics II1 4
10. PHYS 310 Theoretical Mechanics I 3
11. PHYS 311 Theoretical Mechanics II 3
12. PHYS 350 Electricity and Magnetism 3
13. PHYS 450 Electromagnetic Waves 3
14. PHYS 480 Quantum Mechanics I 3
15. PHYS 485 Professional Ethics 1
subtotal 53
Astrophysics elective requirements.
At least 9 credits.
Astronomy (one from the following)
ASTR 320 (new) Astronomical Spectroscopy
ASTR 426 (new) Galaxies & Cosmology
ASTR 430 (new) The Solar System
Physics (two from the following)
PHYS 400 Mathematical Methods
PHYS 460 Physical Optics
PHYS 481 Quantum Mechanics II
PHYS 490 Modern Physics
Total Credits of Required Non-Foundational Courses: 62

B. Program Admission

Students will be admitted into the Astrophysics Program if they have successfully
completed CHEM 162/162L, MATH 242 or 252A, and PHYS 170/170L with a C (not C-)
or better grade in each course, or have received equivalent transfer or AP credit. Students
will be admitted into the Astronomy Program who have successfully completed CHEM
162/162L, MATH 241 or 251A, and PHYS 151/151L with a C (not C-) or better grade in
each course, or that have received equivalent transfer or AP credit. MATH 215 or 216 may
be substituted for MATH 241 provided the student has passed with a B (not B-) or better
grade. In general, these course requirements can only be met by students that have at least
sophomore standing (25 or more credits).

C. Adyvising and Counseling

Advising for all declared majors will be handled by faculty within the IfA. Upon declaring
as an Astronomy or Astrophysics major, students will be assigned to a faculty member who
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will serve as their advisor through graduation. Academic advising shall be mandatory every
semester. Additional faculty will be recruited and trained for advising as needed.

D. Focus Requirements

Several courses required for the BA and BS degrees can plausibly carry WI (writing
intensive) or OC (oral communication) focus designations. The catalog description for
ASTR 301 mentions presentation of “results in written and verbal form”. Students in this
course are required to draft observing proposals, keep logs of observations and data analysis
procedures, and prepare written final reports, so obtaining a WI designation should be fairly
straightforward. Moreover, since this course is worth four credits and its design includes
significant discussion among participants as well as verbal presentation of results, we
believe it should also be possible to give this course an OC designation. Another potentially
WI course is ASTR 495, which explicitly requires “significant written products” including
initial proposals, research logs, progress reports, and capstone research papers. Individual
faculty associated with ASTR 301 and ASTR 405 will apply for WI and OC designations;
once a suitable track record has been established, the Department will apply for permanent
designation.

The BA and BS programs both include PHYS 485, a one-credit course in professional
research ethics, designed to satisfy the E (ethics) focus requirement. This course already
includes examples from “physics and astronomy”, so it’s suitable without modification for
BS Astrophysics and BA Astronomy majors. To handle the increased demand for this
course, IfA faculty will offer Fall sections of PHY'S 485, complementing the Spring sections
currently offered by P&A faculty.

We anticipate that Astronomy and Astrophysics majors will satisfy the HAP (Hawaiian,
Asian, and Pacific) focus requirement by taking HWST 107.

E. Transfer from Community Colleges

The BA Astronomy program can easily accommodate students who want to continue at
UHM after receiving a UH Community College degree. All of the Chemistry, Mathematics,
and Physics courses (or equivalents) required for the BA degree are offered at most UH
Community Colleges, as is ASTR 110, which counts as an elective for the BA degree.
Students entering UHM after earning Associate of Science (AS) degrees with
concentrations in the physical sciences or engineering could complete the BA Astronomy
degree in two years by taking ASTR 240 and ASTR 300/300L simultaneously. This would
be challenging but manageable for a motivated student who has already taken ASTR 110.
(If there is a significant demand for this option, the formal prerequisites for ASTR 300 and
300L could be revised to facilitate this.)

The BS program has a much more specific and extensive set of required courses. Only
some of the Community Colleges offer the full set of Mathematics and Physics courses
required in years one and two of the BS degree, and the ASTR 241/242 sequence is given
only at UHM. An AS degree with a physical science or engineering concentration would
offer the best fit to the BS Astrophysics program, but some juggling of courses would be
necessary to satisfy the requirements. The best strategy might be for a student to take the
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AS degree with electives which cover most of UHM Core and Graduation requirements, and
then focus on the upper-level physics and astronomy courses after enrolling at UHM.

Since the courses required for program admission (Section 3B) are all offered at the UH
Community Colleges, students transferring to UHM after one year could merge seamlessly
into the proposed BA Astronomy and BS Astrophysics 4-year plans (see Appendix B).

F. Changing Tracks between BA and BS

We anticipate that some students will enroll in one of our programs but ultimately decide
that the other program would better serve their long-term goals. While switching tracks at a
late stage is inherently difficult, there are several “junction points” where students could
move from one program to the other. To simplify the following discussion, prospective
transfer students are assumed to be following the nominal 4-year plans listed in Appendix B;
variants taliored to specific cases can easily be devised.

BA - BS: Switching from the BA Astronomy to the BS Astrophysics program is
constrained by the number of Physics courses required for the latter. However, it seems
reasonable to assume that most individuals contemplating this switch have fairly strong
interests in Physics and are taking the Calculus-based Physics sequence (PHYS 170/170L,
272/272L, 274/274L). BA students who have taken ASTR 240 and are following the
Calculus-based physics sequence would be allowed to transfer into the BS program by
taking either ASTR 241 or 242. Such students would have obtained a good overview of the
astronomical universe from ASTR 240, and would have also been exposed to one semester
of Calculus-based astrophysics; this should be sufficient for a motivated individual to
succeed in the BS Astrophysics program.

BS > BA: Switching from the BS Astrophysics to the BA Astronomy program is relatively
straightforward. BS students who have completed both ASTR 241 and 242 would be
allowed to switch at any point thereafter without taking ASTR 240; this is appropriate
because 241+242 together cover the astronomical universe as comprehensively as 240 does.
On the other hand, BS students who want to switch immediately after taking ASTR 241
would be required to take 240, since 241 only covers the Solar System (at the discretion of
the Undergraduate Astronomy Program Chair, these students may be allowed to count
ASTR 241 as an Astronomy elective).

Implementing these “junction points” will not be difficult. The blanket statement
“Credit not given for both 240 and 241” would be changed to “Students who have passed
both 241 and 242 with a grade of C (not C-) or better may not receive credit for 240”. The
prerequisites for ASTR 242 could be modified to allow students who have taken 240 to
register, although this could also be handled via instructor consent.

G. Scheduling Considerations

Students who do not follow typical 4-year plans are sometimes delayed in their studies
because important prerequisite courses are not given every semester. This problem can be
partly addressed by offering key courses both semesters. In particular, offering ASTR 240
in the Spring semester as well as the (currently scheduled) Fall semester would give students
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a second chance each year to begin the BA Astronomy program; this would also help
students who need ASTR 240 to switch from the BS to the BA. Offering a Spring session
of ASTR 240 is a high priority once the BA program is launched. If sufficient demand
exists, ASTR 300/300L and 301 could also be offered both semesters.

ASTR 426 and 430, which are advanced electives for both the BA and BS programs, are
scheduled to be given in alternate Spring semesters. However, the prerequisites for these
courses do not limit enrollment to Seniors; Junior-year students who have passed ASTR 300
can also take these courses. This insures that students are not forced to take the one offered
during their Senior year; they can take either (or both) depending on their interests.
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4. Enrollment in the Program

All undergraduate students at UHM will be eligible for enrollment in the program, provided
that they meet prerequisite requirements. We anticipate that enrollment will include students
broadly interested in scientific research, technical careers or teaching careers. The UHM
College of Natural Sciences currently has nearly 1800 students in various declared majors
(Fall 2010 data), and we can reasonably anticipate that a small portion of these students will
choose to join the BA Astronomy and BS Astrophysics Programs.

As described in Section 2E, we have used a variety of methods to estimate the level of
student interest.  Surveys of UHM undergraduates in introductory Physics & Astronomy
courses and inquiries from students in Hawaii and elsewhere, indicate that we can
reasonably expect an annual enrollment of 12 and 20 students, respectively, in our
Astrophysics and Astronomy Major Programs.

The estimated numbers of 12 for BS in Astrophysics and 20 for BA in Astronomy are
numbers of students per year. Since students typically declare their majors in their second
year, they would stay in the program for at least 3 years before graduation. By the third year
(FY16/17), the total enrollment will reach a steady level of 36 for BS Astrophysics and 60
for BA Astronomy (see the table in Section 6 “Efficiency”). Hence the total number of
students in both programs is 96, which is quite sizable in comparison with other programs in
CNS.

We have also examined enrollment in Astrophysics and Astronomy Programs
administered through Astronomy Departments at other universities. Based upon data
available through the American Physical Society for the 33 Astronomy Programs in the US
that were ranked by the National Academy in its recent “Survey of Astronomy Graduate
Programs in the United States”, Astronomy Departments graduated 5-14 undergraduate
Astrophysics majors each year, and 10-50 Astronomy majors each year. Major factors in
the total number of majors appear to be the size of the University and the requirements for
math-based courses including Calculus and Quantum Mechanics. Those departments with
stringent requirements have relatively few students, while those with lenient requirements
have more students. UHM is intermediate in the size of its undergraduate student body,
while our curriculum is on the stringent side for the Astrophysics Major and on the
intermediate side in terms of requirements for the Astronomy Major.
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5. Resources

A. Faculty

The Cost and Revenue Template and associated notes (Appendix G) provide a detailed
breakdown of the Instructional faculty required to implement the BS Astrophysics and BA
Astronomy Majors.

Existing FTE — Approximately half of the courses required for the new programs are already
being taught by current Physics faculty and current IfA Faculty (roughly half of the 4.0 I-
positions allocated to IfA and distributed on a rotating basis as sixteen 0.25 I appointments
each semester, the other half teaching the graduate program).

New FTE — The new courses required to implement the new majors will require additional
instructional resources. Three to four new Astronomy courses will be introduced per year,
and enrollment in Physics courses is expected to increase. We propose to fulfill this
instructional need with one new instructor (I-2, 1.0 FTE) already hired, and one new tenure-
track faculty (1.0 FTE) to be funded by the College of Natural Sciences (CNS) once the
program is in full swing. The instructor’s duties include teaching two sections of ASTR 110
per semester (thereby making IfA faculty currently teaching these classes available to teach
the new courses required for the majors), developing instructional materials for and teaching
ASTR 300L, and maintaining the lab equipment and remote observing facilities. We
anticipate that the two new programs will increase the class size in current physics courses,
and that new sections may be needed. Contingent upon the success of the program, we will
therefore propose a new tenure-track faculty position starting in FY 2016-17. If early
demand for the new programs exceeds our expectations, the CNS will provide funding for
lecturers as needed to ensure that the prevailing average teaching load of the P&A faculty
will remain the same. The current P&A teaching load is at a level that allows both teaching
and research activities flourish. The department has received a high National Research
Council ranking (among top 12 in the nation). Internal or external investments in these new
degree programs will enhance the choices and experiences of our students while also
enhancing and strengthening the research and educational collaborations between P&A and
IfA by bridging the research interests of both groups. We envision that this will make the
two strong groups even stronger.

B. Space resources

All new courses will be accommodated within existing facilities. The BS Astrophysics and
BA Astronomy Majors will require a “remote observing room” and astronomy computer
laboratory. The former will be used by third and fourth year students to carry out real-time
observing projects using telescopes on Mauna Kea and Haleakala, while the latter will be
used to reduce the data obtained from the telescopes. The observing room and computer lab
(approx. 800 to 1000 sq.ft.) will be housed in existing space in the Physical Sciences
Building (PSB) on the UHM Campus. A separate room in PSB has been identified for an
astronomy optics lab.
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C. Equipment and supply resources

We will need to purchase a modest size, state-of-the-art, robotic telescope for the exclusive
use of astronomy undergraduate students as part of their astronomy laboratory courses and
research projects. This telescope will also serve as the UHH educational telescope; it will
be placed in an existing dome on Mauna Kea and no new construction is needed. The
Physics & Astronomy Department and the Chancellor at UH-Hilo, the UHM Dean of the
CNS, and the UH Foundation, along with the IfA Director, are implementing a plan to share
in the cost and to jointly raise funds to purchase the telescope. We will also need to
purchase lab computers, software licenses, and experimental equipment for the optics lab.
All these expenses are included in the Cost and Revenue Template as Unique Program Costs
(Line E).

D. Other resources

A new program secretary (0.5 FTE) will be needed to administer the new undergraduate
programs and to provide assistance to students and faculty in connection with these
programs. V

E. Sources of funds (See Cost Revenue Template in Appendix G)

Most of the faculty required to teach the courses are already employed by the CNS and by
the IfA, and consequently the Instructional Costs (line C) given in the Cost and Revenue
Template overestimate the new personnel costs actually needed to implement these
programs. In the first few years, the new personnel costs are limited to one Instructor (I-2)
and one part-time secretary; new equipment and supplies include laboratory
equipment/computers and a share of a robotic telescope for use by the undergraduate
students. The funds needed to cover these expenses and support the first ~100 students will
be provided by the CNS. From year three on, we will also propose to collect a program fee
of $500 per semester. As shown on the Cost and Revenue Template (line J), we project a
substantial Net Revenue from AY 2016-17 onward.
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6. Efficiency

To estimate the annual costs and revenues for the Astrophysics/Astronomy Programs, we
have assumed an intake of 12 students per year in the BS program and 20 students per year
in the BA degree program (see Section 2E). We also assumed that students formally enter
the program at the start of their 2nd year, and proceed according to the 4-year plans given in
Appendix B. We have not factored attrition into these estimates; attrition is briefly
discussed below. For the revenues estimate, we counted only required ASTR and PHYS
courses (including required electives) in tabulating numbers of courses, credits, and SSH. A
full accounting of the annual costs and revenues attributable to the program is given in the
Cost and Revenue Template (Appendix G).

To place the net size of the proposed programs in perspective, the Table below gives total
numbers of majors and graduates per year for undergraduate degree programs in the College
of Natural Science, averaged over a five year period (2009-2013). These figures were
provided by the CNS. We note that CNS undergraduate programs are growing and that
current enrollments and graduation rates in many programs exceed long-term averages.

The table below also estimates the total number of majors and projected graduation rate
for P&A once the BA Astronomy and BS Astrophysics programs reach a “steady state”.
We note that these estimates ignore attrition and assume that students complete the nominal
4-year plans (Appendix B) three years after declaring an Astronomy or Astrophysics major.
However, even with an attrition rate as high as 50% over three years, the total number of
majors and number of graduates per year for the proposed programs would be comparable to
those of many other CNS programs. (This 50% rate is used for illustration only; in our
view, such a high rate of attrition would indicate serious problems which we would
promptly address through changes to recruitment, advising, and possibly program
requirements.) Conversely, if students remain in the programs but take more than three

Biology BIOL + MBIO + ZOOL 1172 136
Botany BOT + EBOT 43 8
Chemistry CHEM + BIOC 141 17

ICS ICS + CSCI 321 36
Mathematics MATH 55 14
Microbiology MICR + MCB 97 21
Physics & Astronomy PHYS 53 6
Physics & Astronomy | PHYS + ASTR + ASPH 149 38

Sizes and graduation rates of undergraduate CNS departments
Headcounts are averaged over Fall 2009 through Fall 2013. Graduates per year are averaged
over AY 2008-09 through 2012-13. BA and BS programs are combined.
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years, the total number of majors will increase in proportion, but the number of graduates
per year is unchanged in the steady state. We note that reducing mean time to graduation is
a priority at UH, and our advising to students will emphasize the value of making progress
in a timely fashion.

As shown in the table above, the projected size of the Physics and Astronomy Programs,
combined, is above the median size when compared to other department-based degree
programs in the College of Natural Sciences. Program costs have been minimized by
resizing the introductory Astronomy classes (specifically ASTR110), and reassigning
astronomy faculty who have previously been teaching the Introductory Astronomy classes
to the new ASTR classes which make up the BS Astrophysics and BA Astronomy
Programs. Instructional costs are then reduced to initially hiring an Instructor to teach two
large sections of ASTR110 each semester, and to help manage the observing labs. The
remaining costs are for a one-time purchase of a dedicated “professional grade” teaching
telescope, and the outfitting of an observing room and data reduction lab on the UHM
campus, and recurring costs for observing materials and laboratory supplies. Once the
necessary equipment is purchased, the total costs are well below the estimated revenues
based on total SSH and per-credit-hour tuition (see line J of the Cost and Revenue
Template).

Further efficiency is realized due to the combination of the Astrophysics and Astronomy
Programs within the existing P&A Department, which already offers undergraduate degrees
in Physics. Since many of the courses for the new Astrophysics program use existing
Physics courses taught by existing faculty, salaries for upper-division Physics instruction
have already been budgeted. The Astrophysics Program is projected to more than double
the total number of majors served by the P&A Department, and thus the total faculty salary
cost per SSH should decrease significantly. Given the expected enrollment in the BA
Astronomy program the demand for lower-division Physics courses may increase; if so,
temporary lecturers will be used for these courses.
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7. Demonstration of Effectiveness

The Astronomy and Astrophysics programs are designed to serve two distinct groups of
students. Students planning to continue on to graduate-level studies in Astronomy,
Astrophysics, or Physics are expected to take the BS Astrophysics degree. For this
program, the percentage of graduates gaining admission to a suitable graduate school is a
straightforward measure of success. Students interested in becoming telescope technicians,
planetarium operators, educators, science writers, or other STEM careers are expected to
take the BA Astronomy degree. For this program, the percentage of graduates obtaining
suitable employment measures success.

To evaluate the effectiveness of the programs, we will focus on two key questions:
First, are students accompishing the learning objectives listed in Section 1B? We will use a
variety of assessment tools to track student progress at each stage of the BS and BA
programs. Second, are graduates of the programs finding employment and gaining
admission to graduate programs? We will track students from the moment they enter the
program through graduation and beyond, and maintain contact through an accurate address
database, obtaining data to conduct a longitudinal study for up to 6 years.

The outcome of these studies will inform the ongoing development of the BA and BS
programs. First, we will adjust the content and delivery of the individual courses to insure
that learning objectives are achieved. Second, we will examine the longer-term success of
our students and use the results to revise our learning objectives.

A. Student outcomes

Assessment of student learning outcomes (SLOs) in the BA Astronomy and BS
Astrophysics programs is outlined in the Curriculum Maps in Appendix C. Individual
courses will track the introduction (I), reinforcement (R), and mastery (M) of specific
outcomes, challenging students to demonstrate increasing levels of proffciency. Instruments
used to assess student progress will include problem sets, quizzes, midterms and final
exams, laboratory reports, and oral presentations. The design of these instruments will be
based on a set of rubrics describing levels of ability and understanding expected as students
progress through introduction, reinforcement, and mastery of each concept. An example
rubric for a subset of Physical Laws in Astronomy is given in Appendix C.

Senior-year (400-level) courses will include general assessment (A) tools. These tools
will go beyond the specific SLOs of the individual courses and examine overall integration
of knowledge. At this level, students will be expected to make connections between
material taught in different courses spanning a range of subjects. Astronomy includes a
number of topics which demand integrative, multi-scale thinking; Appendix C includes a
sample rubric for general assessment across multiple areas.

All students in the BA Astronomy and BS Astrophysics programs will be required to
complete a senior research project (ASTR 495) and present their work in writing and orally.
The scope and content of these projects will vary somewhat between the two programs, but
only projects which support significant assessment of a core set of SLOs will be approved.
Capstone projects provide a direct assessment of the overall success of the programs by
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providing students with an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of Astronomy and
apply that knowledge to produce a tangible and unique product.

However, not all projects will provide an opportunity to demonstrate mastery of all the
SLOs. For example, a BS student interested in astrophysical theory may do a project with
no observational component, and a BA student interested in astronomy education may do a
project with little direct application of physical law. To insure that all SLOs are assessed,
other advanced courses (ASTR 423, 426, 430) will include assessment in key areas,
including physical law and its application to astronomy, as well as observational properties
of astronomical objects. In addition, mastery of data reduction and observational methods
will be covered by signature assessments at the conclusion of ASTR 301.

B. Student placement

Recent graduates of the programs will be surveyed annually in order to measure their
success in obtaining Astronomy or technology-related jobs or in gaining admission to
graduate programs in Astronomy or Physics. In this questionnaire students will be asked to
provide the following types of information:

* Are they in school, working, or unemployed?

*  What type of position do they have? Is this position on track towards their ultimate
career goals?

* How many applications or interviews did they complete to get the position, and was
the position they took one of their top choices?

* Do they feel that their training at UH was an important factor in obtaining this
position?

C. Course and instructor evaluation

The Astronomy and Astrophysics Programs will use written course evaluations to solicit
student feedback in all courses. Numeric evaluation scores will be used to guide course
improvements, particularly with respect to textbook selection, homework and exam design,
and lecture presentation. Anonymous student suggestions for course improvements will
also be solicited and reviewed. These evaluations and comments will be continuously
compiled to provide a longitudinal analysis of course development.

We will also track student satisfaction with the programs. All students in the programs
will fill out anonymous questionnaires on an annual basis and will be asked to assess their
training in the key areas described within the Astronomy and Astrophysics Program SLOs.
Detailed feedback will be obtained where areas of deficiency are noted, and this will be used
to improve course design.
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8. Appendices

A. Suggested UHM Catalog Listings
B. Sample 4-year Graduation Plans
C. Curriculum Maps

D. New Proposed Courses for Astrophysics/Astronomy Majors

ASTR 241: Foundations of Astrophysics I. (effective — F’12)

ASTR 242: Foundations of Astrophysics II. (effective — S’13)

ASTR 300: Observational Astronomy (effective — F’14)

ASTR 300L: Observational Astronomy Laboratory (effective — F’14)
ASTR 301: Observational Astronomy Projects (effective — S’15
ASTR 320: Spectra of Stars and Interstellar Material (effective — S’15)
ASTR 423: Stellar Astrophysics (effective — F’15)

ASTR 426: Galaxies and Cosmology (effective — F’15)

ASTR 495: Senior Research Project (effective — F’15)

A A ol ol

E. Revised Course Listings for Astrophysics/Astronomy Majors
1. ASTR 240: Foundations of Astronomy (effective —F’13)
2. ASTR 427: Cosmology (effective — S’15)
3. ASTR 430: The Solar System (effective — S’15)

F. Letters of Support
1. Tripartite Memo (UHM-CNS, UH-IfA, UHH-CAA)
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Appendix A.
Suggested UHM Catalog Listings

BA Astronemy Degree

Requirements (C [not C-] grade minimum)

Students must complete 48 credit hours in ASTR, PHYS, and related courses, including;

ASTR 240, 300/300L, 301, 320, 495 (3 credits)

PHYS 151/151L, 152/152L, 485 (170/170L, 272/272L, 274/274L may be substituted for
151/151L, 152/152L; if so 274 also satisfies one of the non ASTR electives below.)

Four courses, including at least 6 upper-division credits, from ASTR 110, 120, 130, 140,
150, 280, 281, 380, 399, 426, 430, 495 (110-150 only count if taken before 240; 399 may be
taken for a maximum of 3 credits; if 495 counts as an elective as well as a core requirement,
it must be taken both semesters for 6 credits total)

Four courses, including at least 3 upper-division credits, from CHEM 272, ECON 321, EE
160, GG 101 (or 170), any GG course at 200-level or higher worth at least 3 credits, ICS
111, ICS 211, MATH 243, 244, PHYS 274, any MATH or PHYS course at 300-level or
higher worth at least 3 credits

CHEM 161/161L and 162/162L or 171/171L or 181A/181L

MATH 241, 242 (251A, 252A may be substituted for 241, 242. 215, 216 may be
substituted for 241, 242 with consent from advisor.)

Recommended languages: German, French, or Japanese.

Upon approval of an Astronomy Program Advisor and Chair, the elective requirements may be
modified to accommodate a special emphasis or interdisciplinary program that is appropriate for
a major in Astronomy.

BS Astrophysics Degree

Requirements (C [not C-] grade minimum)

Students must complete 62 credit hours in ASTR and PHY'S courses, including:

ASTR 241, 242, 300/300L, 301, 423, 495 (6 credits)

PHYS 170/170L, 272/272L,, 274/274L, 310, 311, 350, 450, 480, 485

One course from ASTR 320, 426, 430

Two courses from PHYS 400, 460, 481, 490

CHEM 161/161L and 162/162L or 171/171L or 181/181L

MATH 241, 242, 243, 244, 311 or 307 (251A, 252A, 253 A may be substituted for 241, 242,
243,244, 215, 216 may be substituted for 241, 242 with consent from advisor.)
Recommended languages: German, French, or Japanese.

Upon approval of an Astrophysics Program Advisor, the elective requirements may be modified
to accommodate a special emphasis or interdisciplinary program that is appropriate for a major
in Astrophysics.
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Appendix B.
Sample 4-year Graduation Plans

Proposed BS Astrophysics Undergraduate Major

4 year plan
Fali 1 CR UD Spring 1 CR UD
CHEM 161/161L  General Chemistry | 4 CHEM 162/162L.  General Chemistry If 4
MATH 241 Calculus | 4 MATH 242 Calculus }f 4
FG 3 PHYS 170/170L  General Physics | 5
FW 3 FG 3
14 O 16 0
Fall 2 Spring 2
ASTR 241 Astrophysics 1 3 ASTR 242 Astrophysics i 3
MATH 243 Calcuilus it 3 MATH 244 Calculus IV 3
PHYS 272/2721.  General Physics Il 4 PHYS 274/274L.  General Physics ! 4
LANG 101 3 LANG 102 3
HAP 3
13 0O 16 O
Falt 3 Spring 3
ASTR 300/300L Observational Astron. 5 5 ASTR 301 Observational Projects 4 4
PHYS 310 Theoretical Mech, | 3 3 PHYS 311 Theoretical Mech. Il 3 3
PHYS 350 Electricity & Magnetism 3 3 PHYS 450 Electromag. Waves 3 3
MATH 311 Linear Algebra 3 3 LANG 202 3
LANG 201 3 biv 3
17 14 16 10
Falt 4 Spring 4
ASTR 423 Stellar Astrophysics 3 3 ASTR 495 Sr. Research Project 3 3
ASTR 485 Sr. Research Project 3 3 Astron. elective 3 3
PHYS 480 Quantum Mech. | 3 3 Physics elective 3 3
PHYS 485 Professional Ethics 1 1 biv 3
Physics slective 3 3 bDiv 3
Div 3
16 13 15 9
Total credits: 123
UD credits: 46
Astronomy Electives (1 course required) Physics Electives (2 courses required)
ASTR 320 Astronomical Spectroscopy PHYS 400 Mathematical Methods
ASTR 426 Galaxies & Cosmology PHYS 460 Physical Optics
ASTH 430 The Solar System PHYS 481 Quantum Mechanics i

PHYS 490 Modern Physics



Proposed BA Astronomy Undergraduate Major

4 year plan

Falt 1
CHEM 161/161L
FW
FG
elective
elective

Fali 2
ASTR 240
MATH 242
PHYS 152/152L
LANG 101

Fall 3
ASTR 300/300L
Related elective
LANG 201
Div

Fall 4
PHYS 485
Astron. elective
Related elective
Div
Div
elective

Astronomy Electives (3 courses, 6 UD credits required,

CR

General Chemistry | 4
3

3

3

3

16

Found. of Astronomy 3
Calculus i 4
College Physics It 4
3

14

Observational Astron. 5
3
3

3

14
Professional Ethics 1
3

3
3
3

3

16

ub

including 3 at 400-level. 100-level courses only count

if taken before 240.)

ASTR 100-level
ASTR 280
ASTR 281
ASTR 380
ASTR 399
ASTR 426
ASTR 430
ASTR 495

{any 100-level lecture)
Evolution of the Universe
Astrobiology

Cosmos in Western Culture
Direct. Reading & Research
Galaxies & Cosmology

The Solar System

Senior Research Project

Spring 1

CHEM 162/162L

MATH 241

PHYS 151/151L

FG

Spring 2
Astron. elective
Related elective
LANG 102
HAP
elective

Spring 3
ASTR 301
ASTR 320
Related elective
LANG 202
Div

Spring 4
ASTR 495
Astron. elective
Div
elective
elective

CR UD
General Chemistry Il 4
Calculus | 4
College Physics | 4

3

15 0

3

3

3

3

3

15 0
Observational Projects 4 4
Astron. Spectroscopy 3 3

3

3

3

16 7
Sr. Research Project 3 3

3 3

3

3

3

15 6
Total credits: 121
UD credits: 25

Related Electives (4 courses, 3 UD credits required)

CHEM 272
ECON 321
EE 160

GG 101 (or 170)
GG 200+
ICS 111

ICS 211
MATH 243
MATH 244
MATH 300+
PHYS 274
PHYS 300+

Organic Chemistry

Introduction to Statistics
Programming for Engineers
Dynamic Earth (Phys. Geo.)

(any 3+ credit course at 200+level)
Intro. to Computer Science |

intro. to Computer Science Ii
Calculus I

Calculus IV

(any 3+ credit course at 300+level)
General Physics i

(any 3+ credit course at 300+level)
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Appendix C.
Curriculum Maps

BS Astrophysics — curriculum map

CUTCOME P170/] A2a1 | P2727| A242 'P274/] AS00 A300L P310 | P350 | A301 P311 P450 | A423  PaBO  Pass | Aags
171 2721 2741

1.2@3&%@ ¢ R l 2] i R R R R R R M M M M,A
2. Astronomical Objects i t R R R M M,A
3. Physical Law in Astronomy ! R R M MA
4. Astrophysical Problems ] R M MA
S.Scimﬁﬁc!ﬂeﬁwd I H H H H R R A R R R R M M R MA
6. Scientific Communications ! | R R | mA
7.0bservational Properies | | | t R R MA
&m&:ﬁmm | R MA
:s.ommmm C R MA -
10, Astronomical Literature e | = R |Ma
BA Astronomy — curriculum map

OBJECTIVE P15/ | A240 | P15/ | A300 A300L | A301  A320 | A4XX  P4ss | Ades
i 151L B _elec.
1 Laws of Physics [ R R R R MA
z Astronomical Objects ! R R R R M M,A
R ; , R i MA ,,,,,,
f4.scienmcmmd V: | R R | é R | M R M,A
5 o RN R | R . i M’;
6 Observational Properties I i R | R ” M,A - |
7 —— ; | ;F; , M,A‘ ) o
i&,,,w o Mm | Aé i w\ .
:9,' MMEMMG . | . i i i "
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Sample Rubrics for Physical Laws in Astronomy

Orbital motion | Kepler's Laws. General | Perturbations; secular Non-Keplerian
2-body problem. evolution. potentials; orbital
invariants.
Continuum Hydrostatic equilibrium: | Hydrostatic equilibrium: | Solar & stellar winds:
mechanics atmospheres. planetary & stellar time-dependent
interiors. problems; shocks.
Matter & Steffan-Boltzmann & Planck function; Non-LTE systems;
Radiation Wien laws. hydrogen levels; line astrophysical masers.
formation in LTE.
Nuclear alpha and beta decay. Hydrogen and helium Reaction networks; R
Reactions burning. and S process.

Distance
Measurements

Determination of
astronomical unit

Parallax; photometric
methods; eclipsing
binary stars

Sample Rubrics for General Assessment of Astronomical Knowledge

Redshifts; T.F. &
fundamental-plane;
SN la; calibration

Astronomical Ages

Radioactive decay
methods

Stellar evolution;
helioseismology

Hubble timescale;
cosmological models

Origin of Elements

Abundances in solar
system; radio-heating
of meteorites

Nuclear burning;
supernovae,; Pop. |
and Il abundances

Galactic chemical
evolution; Big Bang
nucieosynthesis

Life in the Universe

Origin on Earth; pre-
biotic conditions on
planets & moons.

Detection of
extrasolar planets
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Appendix D.

New Proposed Courses for Astrophysics/Astronomy Majors
(UHM-1 Cover Form + Justification for each new course)

ASTR 241  Foundations of Astrophysics 1. (effective —F’12)
ASTR 242  Foundations of Astrophysics II. (effective — S’13)
ASTR 300  Observational Astronomy (effective — F’13)
ASTR 300L Observational Astronomy Laboratory (effective — F’13)
ASTR 301  Observational Astronomy Projects (effective — S’ 14)
ASTR 320  Spectra of Stars and Interstellar Material (effective — S’ 14)
ASTR 423  Stellar Astrophysics (effective - S’15)
ASTR 426  Galaxies and Cosmology (effective — S’15)

ASTR 495  Senior Research Project (effective — S’15)



UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I AT MANOA
UHM-1 FORM (ADD A COURSE)

See Guidelines for instructions and deadlines. For undergraduate courses, submit an original and 4 copies; gfduate courses, submit an original and 6
copies. If cross-listed, include extra copies for cross-listed department(s) & college(s). List one course m._Attach additional sheets as needed.
1. Course Subject 2. Course Number 3. Effective Term (semester & year) 4, Frequency (check all that apply}

X Fall semester — Alternate years
ASTR 241 Fall 2012 | Srngsemester _ Orher
5. Offering Status (check one) | 6a. Full Course Title (Alpha courses: attack separate sheet & specify title for each alpha}
B! Regular Foundations of Astrophysics |: The Solar System
T Experimental 6b, BANNER Course Title (30 maz, including spaceslp ion. Alpha courses: sttach separate sheel & specify title for each alpha)

& Single-term . .
Foundations of Astrophysics l
7. Grade Option (check all that apply) 8. Gen Ed Core or F Han/S at Requb Desigy {checkong) | GEC Use:

% Letter Grade L. Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory 3 Do not consider for Core or HawauanfSecond Language designation. '] Approve
Credit/No Credit {500, 700, 700F, 800, B00C only) B Requestspproval of DP____ Diversification (DA, DH, DL, DB, DP, DY, DS}, | '} Deny

f Audit L. Honers (Medicine only) Foundations (FW, FS, FG}, or Hawailan/Second Language (H5L) designation

(For Foundations, also submit a proposal to General Education Office.) GEC Initials

9. Contact Hours (meeting hours per wvek ~ if 10. % of credits (if variable, give range) 11. Repeat Limit 12. Credit Limit

variable, specify range) 3 3 o 3

13. Schedule % Lecture (LEC) Seminar (SEM} Thesis/Dissertation (THE) . Field Experience/

Type (check all . Laboratory (LAB) Lecture/Discussion combined (LED} . Hybrid Tedmology Intensive (HTT} Internship/Practicum
that apply} L Discussion (DIS) | Lecture/Laboratory combined (LEL) Directed Reading or Research (DRR) {(PRA}

14. Co-requisite Coursels) 15a. Major Restriction (s it should appear | 15b. Banner codes of acceptable majors | 16. Class Standing Restriction

in Catalog)

PHYS 272 N/A N/A N/A

17a. Pfertqnisx!e Course{s} (Lise “ends”, “ors” ayd font to inidicate ips between tsites, “Or consent” is implied for ALL prerequisites. “Consent”

o can be insph through your dm;. heduleg each semester.)

PHYS 170, and MATH 242 or 252A

17b. Minimum required grade for | 17¢. Blanket requirements listed in Catalog (f none, writy “none”) 17d. Non-intreductory (ND v
prerequisites Course? (Numbered between 300 es
C none & 499, or 200-level with college- 2 No

level course as it uisite)
18. Catalog Description (Limif 35 words: 85 words for alpha courses)
Solar-system astrophysics. Dynamics of planets, satellite systems, asteroids and comets; internal

and atmospheric structure of terrestrial and giant planets; thermal balance; the Sun as a star.
Credit not given for both ASTR 240 and 241.

19, Justification Attach separate sheets and indicate the rationale for the request, expected course enrollment, and a course syllabus.

2. C listed or Honors C

Course Subject & Number Chair/Director Si 3 Date

Course Subject & Number Chair/Director Signature Dhate
21, Requested By

Phys. & Astr.  Pui Lam

Department/Unit Chair/Director Signature Date
Approved By

1# College or School Dean i Date

27 College or Schoot Dean i Date
General Education (Undergraduate courses}

Director i Date
Graduate Division (600 level and abeve)

Dean Signature Date
Mainoa Chanceltor's Office

Viee Chancellor for Academic Affairs Z Date

R, 06710
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 241
Foundations of Astrophysics I: The Solar System

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 241 is a rigorous, calculus-based introduction to Solar System astrophysics. In this course,
basic concepts of classical mechanics and thermodynamics are used to understand the structure
and evolution of the Solar Systemn. Historically, the Solar System was the original proving ground
for much of Newtonian dynamics, and it provides many opportunities to apply mechanics and
thermodynamics on a grand scale. In addition to introducing students to the study of the Solar
System, ASTR 241 will deepen their understanding and ability to use basic physical concepts.

The key prerequisite for this course is PHYS 170, which covers basic concepts of classical
mechanics, waves, and thermodynamics, and it is assumed that students taking ASTR 241 have
a good understanding of these subjects. Students are also expected to have studied basic calculus
including an introduction to ordinary differential equations. PHYS 272 is listed as a co-requisite
since some elements of electricity and magnetism will be used in the last weeks of this course. More
advanced aspects of physics and mathematics will be introduced when necessary: for example,
thermal radiation is needed to discuss heat balance in planets, and some basic nuclear physics
is needed to discuss energy generation in the Sun. These advanced concepts will be presented
phenomenologically.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 241 is a lecture course, meeting for three contact hours per week. The syllabus contains
twelve sections. each spanning approximately one week: one week is allotted for final review, and
two weeks are allotted for midtern exams and review.

1. Solar System Overview. Constituents: Sun, planets, astercids. dwarf planets. comets,
zodiacal dust, solar wind. Overall structure and motions: rotation and revolution.

2. Orbital Motion. Kepler's laws; universal gravitation: review of Newton's laws. Derivation
of Kepler's laws, including non-circular orbits.

3. Tides. Differential acceleration. The Earth-Moon system. Response of idealized and real
oceans. Tidal friction. Synchronous rotation. Evolution of the Moon's orbit. Tidal disrup-
tion.

4. Resonances. Resonances in the Solar System. Periodic perturbations. Introduction to
stability and instability. Gaps in the asteroid belt and in Saturn's rings. Origin of near-Earth
objects.

5. Planetary Atmospheres. Hydrostatic equilibrium. Thermal balance, Atmospheric chem-
istry. Escape of atmospheric constituents. Circulation patterns.

6. Terrestrial Planets. Internal structure of differentiated planets. Heat production and
trausport. Convection. Geological activity.

-3

. Giant Planets. Internal structure of gas giants and ice giants. Equilibrium of rotating
bodies. Escape of internal heat.
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8. Asteroids & Comets. Monoliths vs. rubble piles. Orbital families. Collisional disruption.
Sublimation of comets. Meteor showers.

9. Space Weather. The solar wind. Planetary magnetic fields. Planetary magnetospheres.

10. The Solar Atmosphere. The quiet sun. Solar magnetic fields. The solar cycle. Sunspots,
prominences, flares & coronal mass ejections.

11. The Solar Interior. Pressure balance. Thermal equilibrium. Energy transport via radiation
and convection. Helioseismology. Hydrogen burning.

12. Solar System Formation. Cloud collapse. Rotation of proto-solar nebula. Condensation
of solids. Terrestrial planet formation. The frost line. Giant planet formation. hnpacts.

The text for this course will be BW. Carroll & D.A. Ostlie’s “An Introduction to Modern
Astrophysics” (2% ed., 2006) or an equivalent. Carroll & Ostlie can also serve as a text for the
subsequent course, ASTR 242 (see below).

2.1 Student learning outcomes

After taking this course. students will be able to apply basic Newtonian dynamics to various prob-
lems in celestial motion. They will grasp the connection between periodic motion and resonance,
and qualitatively distinguish between stable and unstable systems. They will be able to apply the
ideal gas law to planetary atmospheres and interiors, and discuss the loss of atoms in the tail of
the velocity distribution. They will be able to apply equilibrium thermodynamics to solar system
objects, and describe heat escape from planetary interiors. They will be able to show the solar wind
is inherently dvnamic and describe its interaction with planetary magnetic fields. They will be able
to describe how solar magnetic fields control activity in the Sun’s atmosphere. They will be able
to apply ideal gas laws to the interior of the Sun and understand radiative and convective energy
transport. They will be able to explain how the Sun regulates the process of hydrogen burning to
maintain a steady emergy output. They will be able to apply conservation laws to the collapse of
the proto-solar nebula. They will be able to discuss models for planet formation.

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 241 is targeted to students with a significant interest in astronomy as well as physics. The
listed co-requisite, PHYS 272, enrolls ~ 140 students per semester. Other NI astronomy courses
currently enroll ~ 25 to 35 students per semester. and often reach maximum enrollment. We expect
an enrolliment of ~ 25 to 40 students in ASTR 241.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 241 is intended as the first part of a year-long introduction to astrophysics: it will be
followed by ASTR 242. which will cover stars, galaxies. and cosmology. Ultimately. these courses
will comprise a key element of an astrophysics major now under development. However, ASTR 241
can also serve as a stand-alone course for anyone with the necessary physics and mathematics
hackground who is interested in learning about the solar system as a physical entity.

[
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5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 241 has limited overlap with other courses at UH Manoa. The Solar System is discussed in
ASTR 110 and ASTR 240. but these courses do not use caleulus-based physics and therefore cannot
examine the rich physical basis for Solar System phenomena. ASTR 630 (also listed as ASTR 430)
covers this material and more but also presumes a much deeper familiarity with observational
astronomy. GG 105 presents a descriptive survey of the Solar System at an introductory level,
while GG 304 applies physics to the internal structure of planets but does not explore orbital
dynamics or solar structure.

6 Number of Credits

ASTR 241 is a substantial lecture course with three contact hours per week; it is appropriate for
students to receive three credits for this course.

7 Student Evaluation

Students will be graded on the basis of (a) weekly problem sets, (b) two mid-term exams. and (c)
a cumulative final exam.

8 Instructors

Although ASTR 241 focuses on Solar System astrophysics. it will not require instructors with
a particularly deep knowledge of Solar System astronowmy. Much of the astronomical material
will be presented at a level not much bigher than in ASTR 110. However. while ASTR 110 offers
phenomernological descriptions. ASTR 241 will emphasize physical explanations. Physical reasoning
is the core of astrophysics. and most of the Astronomy faculty could teach this course.

9 Impact on Workload
The IfA Graduate Chair, Dr. David Sanders. confirms that this course will not limit the ability of

Physics & Astronomy to give other courses already listed in the catalog. No other course will be
sacrificed to offer this course.
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 242
Foundations of Astrophysics II: Galaxies and Stars

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 242 is a rigorous, calculus-based introduction to the physics of galaxies and stars. In this
course, basic concepts of modern physics are used to understand the nature of stars, the structure
of galaxies, and the overall scale and age of the universe. These topics are central to modern
astrophysics, and they provide a natural context to apply aspects of statistical mechanics, relativ-
ity, quantum mechanies, and nuclear physics. ASTR 242 will introduce students to key ideas in
astrophysics and demonstrate applications of modern physics.

This course is designed to be taken with or after PHYS 274 as part of an astrophysics major.
PHYS 274 introduces physical optics, relativity, quantum mechanics, and nuclear physics: these
topics are critical for ASTR 242. To insure that students Irave the necessary physies background
at each stage, this course first introduces galaxies and develops aspects of large-scale structure
and cosmology: subsequently, it treats the physics of stellar atmospheres, and finally introduces
elements of muclear astrophysics. It is assumed that students will have had physics prerequisites to
PHYS 274; they are also expected to have studied ordinary differential equations, vector calculus
and multiple integrals. More advanced aspects of physics and mathematics will be introduced
when necessary; for example, some elements of statistical mechanies are used to describe stellar
atmospheres. Some advanced concepts will be presented phenomenologically.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 242 is a lecture course, meeting for three contact hours per week. The syllabus contains
twelve sections, each spanning approximately one week: one week is allotted for final review, and
two weeks are allotted for midterm exams and review.

1. Light. Nature of light, blackbody radiation, quanta. Stellar parallax, apparent and absolute
magnitudes, colors.

2. Constituents of Galaxies. Phenomenology of stars: HR diagram, main sequence, giants
and dwarfs, variable stars. Interstellar material: neutral gas. molecular clouds. emission
nebulae. Star clusters.

3. The Milky Way. Overview of galactic structure. Distances in the galaxy. Structure and
kinematics of the disk. The galactic bulge and halo.

4. Other Galaxies. The Hubble sequence. Stellar orbits and 2-body relaxation. Dark matter
in galaxies. Galactic interactions and mergers.

[

. Active Galaxies. Phenomenology of active galactic nuclel. Supermassive black holes. Ac-
cretion disks. Radio galaxies. Jets and superluminal motion.

6. Clusters & Large-Scale Structure. Groups and clusters of galaxies. Evidence for hot gas
and dark matter in clusters. Gravitational collapse. Statistics of galaxy clustering. Evolution
of large-scale structure.

. Cosmology. Kinematics of the expanding universe. Newtonian cosmology. Homogeneous
relativistic models. Cosmological constant.
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8. Spectral Lines. Energy levels. Excitation and ionization equilibria. Line formation. Ele-
mental abundances.

9. Stellar Atmospheres. Radiation fields. Local thermodynamic equilibriuin.  Sources of
opacity. Optical depth. Radiative transfer equation.

10. Stellar Interiors. Hydrostatic equilibrium. Equation of state. Hydrogen burning. Radiative
and convective energy transport. Polytropic models.

11. Stellar Evolution. The main sequence. Red giants. Helium burning. Degeneracy pressure.
White dwarfs.

12. Origin of Elements. Advanced nuclear burning. Core-collapse and white-dwarf supernovae.
S-process and r-process nucleosynthesis.

Ore possible text for this course is B.W. Carroll & D.A. Ostlie’s “An Introduction to Modern
Astrophysics™ (2% ed., 2006). which is also the text for the previous course. ASTR 241, Other
possibilities include D. Maoz’s “Astrophysics iu a Nutshell” (2007) and B. Ryden & B.M. Peterson’s
“Foundations of Astrophysics™ (2009).

2.1 Student learning outcomes

After taking this course, students will understand key aspects of modern astrophysies. including (a)
the history and large-scale structure of the universe. {b) the nature and physics of galaxies, and (¢)
the structure and evolution of stars. They will be able to apply Newtouian dynamics on galactic
and extragalactic scales. and discuss evidence for unseen matter. They will understand the role of
conservation laws in aceretion phivsics, and be able to apply relativistic kinematics to jets from active
galaxies. They will be able to summarize the key parameters of modern cosmological models and
alculate their properties. They will grasp the basic principles of radiative transfer, apply them to
stellar atmospheres. and discuss the interpretation of stellar spectra. They will understand the key
ideas of stellar structure: hydrostatic equilibrium. energy transport via radiation and convection,
and nuclear energy generation. Finally. they will be able to apply basic nuclear physics to advanced
stellar evolution and the svnthesis of the elements in stars. '

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 242 is intended for students with a significant interest in astronomy as well as physics. The
listed co-requisite. PHYS 274, enrolls ~ 50 students per semester. Other NI AStTONONEY COUrses
currently enroll ~ 25 to 35 students per semester. and often reach maxinum enrolhnent. We expect
an enrollment of ~ 20 to 30 students in ASTR 242.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 242 is intended as the second part of a yvear-long introduction to astrophysics. Together with
ASTR 241. this course comprises a key element of an astrophysics major. However, ASTR 242
can also serve as a stand-alone course for anyone with the necessary physics and mathematics
background and an interest in modern astrophysics,
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5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 242 has limited overlap with other courses at UH Manoa. Stars, galaxies and cosmology are
discussed in ASTR 110 and ASTR 120 but these courses assume no prior knowledge of physics and
therefore limited to fairly superficial descriptions. ASTR 240 discusses these topics but cannot go
into the underlying physics as deeply as ASTR 242 will.

6 Number of Credits

ASTR 242 is a substantial lecture course with three contact hours per week: it is appropriate for
students to receive three credits for this course.

7 Student Evaluation

Students will be graded on the basis of (a) weekly problem sets, (b} two mid-term exams, and (¢}
a cumulative final exam.

8 Instructors

Although ASTR 242 focuses on stellar and galactic astrophysics, it will not require instructors
with a particularly deep knowledge of these topics. Much of the astronomical material will be
presented at a level only moderately higher than in ASTR 110. However, while ASTR 110 offers
simple phenomenological descriptions, ASTR 242 will emphasize physical explanations. Physical
reasoning is the core of astrophysics. and most of the Astronomy faculty could teach this course.

9 Impact on Workload

The IfA Graduate Chair. Dr. David Sanders. confirmns that this course will not limit the ability of
Physics & Astronomy to give other courses already listed in the catalog. ASTR 242 is envisioned
as a critical component of a new astrophysics major for which a proposal is in the process of being
finalized. We envisage that this course will be ultimately staffed by new faculty for this program
or by the current-year hire of a new Astronomy faculty member.
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 300

Observational Astronomy

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 300 is an introduction to the techniques of observational astronomy. In this course, students
will learn how the observational properties of astronomical objects are measured and characterized.
They will also acquire a working knowledge of astronomical telescopes, cameras, spectrographs, and
detectors. Mastery of these topics will prepare students to plan, conduct, and analyze professional
astronomical observations. The co-requisite lab course, ASTR 300L, will provide students with
hands-on experience in reduction and analysis of astronomical data.

This course is designed to be taken after ASTR 240 or 242. It follows ASTR 240 in the pending
Astronomy BA degree, and ASTR 242 in the pending Astrophysics BS degree. ASTR 300 assumies
students have some knowledge of modern physics - in particular. the wave/particle nature of light,
atomic structure, and atomic energy levels and transitions — at the level covered in PHYS 152
or 274: either of these courses can serve as a prerequisite. It also assumes students have a basic
knowledge of calculus, including single-variable differentiation and integration: these topics are
covered in MATH 215, 241, and 251a. and any one of these courses suffices as a prerequisite. More
advanced aspects of physics and mathematics will be introduced when necessary: some advanced
concepts will be presented phenomenologically.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 300 is a lecture course, meeting for three contact hours per week. The syllabus contains
twelve sections, each spanning approximately one week; one week is allotted for final review, and
two weeks are allotted for midterm exams and review.

1. Astronomical Coordinates. 1. Equatorial coordinates. Coordinate transformation. Solar
system and galactic coordinates.

2. Astronomical Coordinates. II. Elements of astrometry. Precession. Time systems.

3. Light & Atoms. Review of electromagnetic radiation, blackbody radiation, photons. Atomic
structure, energy levels, transitions.

4. Telescopes & Optics. I. Geometric optics. Lenses & mirrors. Telescope design. Image
formation & aberrations.

5. Telescopes & Optics. II. Wave optics. Interference & diffraction. Angular resohition.
Gratings. Interferometers.

6. Atmosphere & Seeing. Atmospheric transparency. Sky glow. Atmospheric turbulence.
Wavefront distortion. Introduction to adaptive optics.

. Photon Detectors. I. Basic principles. Photoelectric effect. Semiconductors. Bolometers.

-3

8. Photon Detectors. IL. Detector arrays. Charge-coupled devices. Infrared arrays. Detector
artifacts & their rexoval.

9. Photometry. I. Luminosity, intensity & fux. Apparent & absolute magnitude. Photometrie
systems. Calibration.
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10. Photometry. IL. Photometric transformations. Measurement of color. Imaging of extended
objects. Aperture photometry.

11. Spectroscopy. I Basic spectrograph design. Spectral lines & continuuru. Line profiles.
Equivalent widths.

12. Spectroscopy. II. Wavelength & flux calibration. Interpretation of spectra. Multiobject &
integral-field spectroscopy.

There are several possible texts describing the practice and techniques of observational astron-
omy at the undergraduate level. One suitable text for a course at this level is F.R. Chromey’s “To
Measure the Sky™ (2010}, which can also serve as a text for the associated lab course, ASTR 300L.

2.1 Student learning outcomes

After taking this course, students will possess the conceptual background needed to plan, execute,
and analyze basic astronomical observations. They will know how the observational properties of
astronomical objects are described and measured. They will understand the strengths and limi-
tations of astronomical instruments. and appreciate the constraints imposed by ohserving through
the Earth's atmosphere. They will have some familiarity with the physics and electronics of mod-
ern detectors for optical and near-infrared astronomy. They will understand how the positions of
astronomical objects are specified and determined observationally. They will know how the bright-
ness and color of unresolved and resolved objects are described and measured. Finally, they will
acquire a basic knowledge of astronomical spectroscopy, and understand how the spectra of stars
and nebulae are observed and characterized.

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 300 is required of all students in the Astronomy BA and Astrophysics BS degree programs.
These programs have not et heen approved and introduced, but based on queries from prospective
students and enrollment in comparable programs elsewhere, we anticipate an enrollment of ~ 30
students per year.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 300 provides a practical introduction to observational astronomy. It is a key element of
both the Astronamy BA and Astrophysics BS programs. and (along with ASTR 300L) a necessary
gateway to hands-on astronomical observation with professional telescopes.

5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 300 has very limited overlap with other undergraduate courses at UH Manoa. ASTR 240
discusses some aspects of magnitude and coordinate systems, but not at level of detail presented
here. ASTR 633. which is required in the Astronomy MS and PhD programs. covers a superset of
the material in ASTR 300 at the higher level appropriate for a graduate course,

The closest analog to ASTR 300 is offered at UH Hilo as ASTR 250; both courses cover key
aspects of observational astronomy. However. ASTR 300 is intended for third-year students and
assumes a higher level of preparation in physics and math.
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6 Number of Credits

ASTR 300 is a substantial lecture course with three contact hours per week: it is appropriate for
students to receive three credits for this course.

7 Student Evaluation

Students will be graded on the basis of {a) weekly problem sets, (b} two mid-term exams, and (¢}
a cumulative final exam.

8 Instructors

ASTR 300 focuses on the practice of observational astronomy. The majority of teaching faculty
at the Institute for Astronomy (IfA) are working observational astronomers. Thus a large pool of
potential instructors is available.

9 Impact on Workload

The IfA Graduate Chair. Dr. David Sanders. confirms that this course will not limit the ability of
Physics & Astronomy to offer other courses already listed in the catalog. ASTR 300 is envisioned
as a critical component of the new astropomy and astrophysics majors for which a proposal is in
the process of being finalized. We expect that this course will be primarily staffed by faculty from
the IfA.
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 300L
Observational Astronomy Laboratory

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 300L is a practical introduction to the methods of observational astronomy. In this course,
students will perform computer-based and hands-on exercises exploring key concepts which underlie
observational astronomy. In addition, they will learn how to extract scientific information from
astronomical data, using existing observations from telescopes on Mauna Kea and other professional
facilities. In conjunction with ASTR 300 (Observational Astronomy), this course will prepare
students for hands-on work with professional astronomical instruments.

This course is designed to be taken after ASTR 240 or 242. It follows ASTR 240 in the pending
Astronomy BA degree, and ASTR 242 in the pending Astrophysics BS degree. ASTR 300L assumes
students have some knowledge of modern physics ~ in particular. the wave/particle nature of light,
atomic structure, and atomic energy levels and transitions — at the level covered in PHYS 152 or 274;
either of these courses. along with the corresponding lab, can serve as prerequisites. ASTR 300L
also assumes students have a basic knowledge of calenlus, including single-variable differentiation
and integration: these topics are covered in MATH 215, 241, and 251A, and any one of these courses
suffices as a prerequisite. More advanced aspects of physics and mathematics will be introdnced
when necessary; some advanced concepts will be presented phenomenologically.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 300L is a laboratory course, meeting for three contact hours per week. We plan to schedule
two meetings per week: each meeting will include a brief lecture and a longer laboratory activity.
The svilabus contains seven sections. each spanning approximately two week: one week will be
allotted for review.

1. Measurement & Statistics. Uncertainty & error. Gaussian statistics. Poisson statistics.
Significance tests. Non-parametric tests.

2. Experiments with Light. I. Inverse-square law. Optical elements. Photoelectric effect.

3. Experiments with Light. IL Diffraction & interference. Wavelength measurement. Lab-
Oratory spectroscopy.

4. Introduction to IDL. Introduction to programming. Data types. Flow of control. Func-
tiong & procedures. Graphics.

e

. Image Processing. CCD image data. Bias. dark. flat, fringe correction. linage manipula-
tion.

6. Photometry & Astrometry. Photometry of unresolved and extended sources. Photometric
calibration. World coordinate systems. Position measurements.

-~}

. Quantitative Spectroscopy. Wavelength and flux calibration. Measurement of spectral
lines. Equivalent width. Line profiles & broadening mechanisms.
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The laboratory activities in ASTR 300L are coordinated with the topics covered in ASTR 300.
For example, sections 2 and 3 above coincide with sections on light and optics in ASTR 300;
section 5 is matched to a section on astronomical detectors. and sections 6 and 7 closely correspond
to sections on photometry and spectroscopy. By taking these courses together {as recommended
in the proposed BS and BA curricula), students will benefit by seeing lecture material promptly
reinforced in the laboratory. However, it is also possible to take ASTR 300L after taking ASTR 300.

Students who have taken PHYS 274L may find some of the exercises in sections 2 and 3 redun-
dant. Instead of requiring these students to repeat these exercises, we will offer them more advanced
alternatives {e.g.. compound optical systems. characteristics of optical aberrations, measurement
of angular resolution, solar spectroscopy).

There are several possible texts describing the practice and techniques of observational astron-
omy at the undergraduate level. One suitable text for a course at this level is F.R. Chromey’s
“To Measure the Sky™ (2010), which can also serve as a text for the associated lecture course.
ASTR 300.

2.1 Student learning outcomes

After taking this course, students will possess the basic skills needed to analyze astronomical
observations. They will understand the role of statistical inference in analysis of scientific data.
They will be familiar with properties of light relevant to observational astronomy through laboratory
experiments. They will have sufficient knowledge of scientific programming and image processing to
perform basic exercises with real observational data. They will have direct experience in measuring
the brightness. position. and spectral properties of astronomical ob jects from existing data sets.

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 300L will be required of all students in the Astronomy BA and Astrophysics BS degree
programs. These programs have not vet been approved and introduced. but based on queries
from prospective students and enrollment in comparable programs elsewlere, we anticipate net
enrollient may reach ~ 30 students per vear. Individual sections of ASTR 300L will be lmited to
15 students to provide individual attention and insure efficient use of laboratory resources.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 300L provides a practical introduction to observational astronomy. It is a key element of
the Astronomy BA and Astrophysics BS programs currently under development. and (along with
ASTR 300} a necessary gateway to hands-on astronomical observation with professional telescopes.

5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 300L has very liniited overlap with other undergraduate courses at UH Manoa. The closest
analog to ASTR 300L is offered at UH Hilo as ASTR 250L: both courses cover kev aspects of
observational astronomy. However., ASTR 300L asswmnes a higher level of preparation in physics
and math.
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6 Number of Credits

ASTR 300L is a substantial lab course with three contact hours per week. Qutside of class, students
will spend a considerable amount of time reading background material and writing lab reports. It
is appropriate for students to receive two credits for this course.

7 Student Evaluation

Students will be graded on the basis of brief in-class quizzes and weekly lab reports. We will require
lab reports to be written in a standardized format, including a title, abstract. methods, results,
discussion, and references.

8 Instructors

ASTR 300L focuses on the practice of observational astronomy. The majority of teaching faculty
at the Institute for Astronomy (IfA) are working observational astronomers. Thus a large pool of
potential instructors is available,

9 Impact on Workload

The IfA Graduate Chair, Dr. David Sanders, confirms that this course will not limit the ability of
Physics & Astronomy to give other courses already listed in the catalog. ASTR 300L is envisioned
as a critical component of the new astronomy and astrophysics majors for which a proposal is in the
process of being finalized. We expect that this course will be staffed by IfA faculty. with substantial
help from graduate astronomy teaching assistants.
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 301

Observational Astronomy Projects

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 301 is a hands-on introduction to the practice of observational astronomy. In this course,
students will plan and conduct astronomical observations, using remote observing technology to
access research-grade telescopes (e.g.. the Faulkes Observatory on Haleakala). They will reduce
their observations to obtain publication-quality scientific data, and present their results verbally
and in written form. Students completing ASTR 301 will be prepared to undertake independent
observational research under the supervision of Astronomy faculty.

This course is designed to be taken after ASTR 300 and 300L: these courses are listed as
prerequisites. Thus, ASTR 301 assumes students ave familiar with the characterization of astro-
nomical objects, basic telescope and detector technology, and the techniques of image processing
and analysis. In addition, students are expected to be familiar with concepts in astronomy at the
level of ASTR 240 or 2414242, in modern physics at the level covered in PHYS 152 or 274, and
single-variable calculus at the level covered in MATH 215, 241, and 251A. More advanced aspects
of physics and mathematics will be introduced when necessary: some advanced concepts will be
presented phenomenologically.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 301 combines a wide variety of activities. Planning and preparing for astronomical observa-
tion will be carried out during regularly-scheduled daytime meetings. Astronomical observations
will typically occur at night, on a schedule dictated by the visibility of observational targets. Re-
duction and analysis of observational data can be performed during daytime hours in a computer
lab, although students with access to suitable personal computers will be able to process data on
their own. The course will meet for a minimum of three daytime contact hours per week.

Brief descriptions of some possible observing projects are given below. The actual projects to
be undertaken will depend in part on student interest as well as visibility of relevant astronomical
objects. At a minimum, each student will undertake 3 different projects. typically working in teams.
Students will be required to form different teams for different projects.

1. Asteroid orbit determination. A small mumber of newly-discovered asteroids will be
imaged periodically during the semester. Positions measured from these images will be used
to construct and refive asteroid orbits.

2. Asteroid rotation periods. As a consequence of their irregular shapes. asteroids exhibit
periodic variations in brightness as they rotate. Repeated observations of selected asteroids
will be analyzed to measure brightness variations and deduce rotation periods.

3. Star-cluster photometry. Stars in clusters share a common distance, age. and chemical
composition. By measuring the apparent brightnesses of cluster members in different colors,
a synoptic portrait of a star cluster is assembled. The results can be used to deduce the
cluster's age and distance, and infer the amount of light-absorbing dust along the line of
sight.

4. Variable-star light curves. The intrinsic luminosities of some stars are periodically vari-
able. A small number of variable stars will be wonitored throughout the semester: images
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taken in multiple colors will be analyzed and reduced to chart each star’s variation in lumi-
nosity and color.

5. Distances to nearby galaxies. The distance to a galaxy can be measured directly if
individual stars of known intrinsic brightness are observed within it. Cepheid variable stars
are useful for such measurements, since there’s a well-studied relationship between a Cepheid's
period and its luminosity. Images of nearby galaxies. taken throughout the semester, will be
reduced to find Cepheid variables and determine their periods; these in turn will allow galaxy
distances to be determined.

6. Galaxy photometry. Multi-color iinages of galaxies encode information on galactic struc-
ture and stellar populations. Galaxies spanning a range of morphologies will be observed:
the resulting images will be quantitatively analyzed to measure luminosity profiles and color
gradients.

In the initial weeks of the course, students will select projects to undertake and draft brief
observing proposals describing the objectives and observational resources necessary for each project.
Meeting as a group. students will review these proposals and prioritize allocation of telescope time.
Observations will commence shortly thereafter; the necessary data for some projects can be acquired
in a few nights. while others will require observations spread over a month or more. Reduction and
analysis of the data will begin as soon as possible. The final weeks of the course will focus on the
interpretation of the data and presentation of scientific results in written and verbal form.

Students will be expected to consult primary sources as well as detailed instructions for indi-
vidual observing projects. A suitable reference textbook for background concepts and techniques
is F.R. Chromey’s “To Measure the Sky™ (2010). previously used as a fext for ASTR 300.

2.1 Student learning outcomes

After taking thix course, students will be familiar with the procedures and practices of modern
observational astronomy. They will have acquired an understanding of the time-allocation process
via direct participation in collective decision-making. They will have learned to operate a research-
grade telescope using a remote observing system. They will have developed the skills needed to
extract scientifically relevant information from real astronomical data. including an appreciation for
ranclomn and systematic ervor. Finally, they will have learned to interpret their results and present
them in written and verbal form.

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 301 will be required of all students in the Astronomy BA and Astrophysics BS degree
programs. These programs have not vet been approved, but based on queries from prospective
students and demand for comparable programs elsewhere. we anticipate demand mav reach ~ 30
students per year. However. sections will be limited to 15 students to insure adequate interaction
with faculty.

4 Relation to Curriculum
ASTR 301 provides a hands-on introduction to observational astronomy with research-grade tele-

scopes. It s a key elewent of hoth the Astronomy BA and Astrophyvsics BS programs, and a
necessary gateway to independent astronouical research.
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5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 301 has no significant overlap with other undergraduate courses at UH Manoa.

6 Number of Credits

ASTR 301 is a very substantial course with at least three contact hours per week: in addition,
students will be required to participate in night-time observing sessions and reduce their data. At
a minimum, the level of effort and commitment required for this course will be comparable to a
combined lecture+laboratory course. It is therefore appropriate for students to receive four credits
for this course.

7 Student Evaluation

Astr 301 is designed to be a writing-intensive course. We expect students to describe and document
their work in written form throughout the semester. Informal written work, to be periodically
reviewed by the instructors, will include comprehensive observational plans, observing logs, and
detailed data analysis logs. Forninal written work, to be reviewed and discussed by the entire class,
will include observing proposals and final reports; the latter will be prepared using LaTeX to
facilitate the seamless inclusion of mathematical equations and figures as needed. Informal written
work nist be complete and clear, while formal work, in addition. must display some degree of style
and polish, follow a specified outline, and include complete references. In addition to written final
reports, students will also make verbal presentations sunmarizing their findings to the entire class.

8 Instructors

ASTR 301 focuses on the practice of observational astronomy. The majority of teaching faculty
at the Institute for Astronomy (IfA) are working observational astronomers. Thus a large pool of
potential instructors is available.

9 Impact on Workload

The IfA Graduate Chair, Dr. David Sanders, confirios that this course will not limit the ability of
Physics & Astronomy to offer other courses already listed in the catalog. ASTR 301 is envisioned
as a critical component of the new astronomy and astrophysics majors for which a proposal is in
the process of being finalized. We expect that this course will be staffed by faculty and teaching
assistants from the HA.
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 320

Astronomical Spectroscopy

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 320 is an introduction to astronomical spectroscopy. In this course, students will
learn the different characteristics of spectra produced by a variety of astronomical sources
(stars, nebulae, galaxies), and what kind of information can be extracted from them. They
will be exposed to the complexity of atomic and molecular energy levels, and will understand
the formation of absorption and emission lives in widely different physical conditions. A
good understanding of these topics will allow the student to fully appreciate the array of
observational techniques regularly used in collecting the empirical knowledge that allows to
build and test astrophysical theories.

This course is designed to be taken after ASTR 240 or 242. It is complementary to
ASTR 300, 300L. PHYS 152 or 274 are prerequisites. MATH 216 or 242 or 252A are
prerequisites.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 320 is a lecture course with extensive integrated discussion, meeting for three contact
hours per week. The syllabus contains 10 sections. One week is allotted for final review.
One week is allotted for midterm exams and review.

At least one discussion session will be included in each of the 10 sections of this course.
At the beginning of each section. students will be given a short list of challenge questions.
Several classes will typically be given as lectures, interspersed with brief active-learning
exercises to focus student thinking and foreshadow subsequent discussion. The final class of
each section will be devoted to discussion. problem-solving exercises, and student presenta-
tions. One or more of the challenge questions distributed at the start of the section will form
the basis for a student-led discussion. guided as necessarv by the instructor toward a clear
resolution; other questions will be discussed informally as time permits. Some discussion
sections will also include student presentations: these will be scheduled to insure that every
student has at least one occasion to co-present a brief (~ 15 minute) review on a subject
relevant to the course material. These presentations will also give students an opportunity
to consult primary sources in the scientific literature.

2.1 Sections

1. Theory of radiation. Stellar radiation flux. Thermodynamic equilibrinm and black-
body radiation. Atomic energy levels,

(3]

. Spectra of stars. Absorption and emission features. Doppler effect and radial
velocities. Spectral classification. Thermal excitation and jonization: Boltzmann and
Saha. Explanation of the OBAFGRMLTY sequence of spectral types.

3. Theory of line broadening. Rotational broadening and turbulence. Spectral lumi-
nosity classes. Curve of growth and abundance determinations. Model atmospheres
and modern quantitative analysis of stellar spectra. Element abundances in the Sun
and other stars. The concept of metallicity.
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4. Stellar winds and mass loss. P Cygni profiles and their interpretation.
5. The interstellar medium: basic phases and properties.

6. Thermal emission nebulae: H II regions and planetary nebulae. Photoionization
and recombination. Collisional excitation and metastable levels. Forbidden lines.
Electron temperature and electron density diagnostics. Abundance determinations in
gaseous nebulae. Non-thermal emission nebulae: SN remmnants.

7. Gas kinematics: expansion distances, bubble formation.

3. Neutral gas. Absorption lines and bands from cold gas. H I 21-cin line observations,
column densities, kinematic information. Ly forest and the intergalactic medium.

9. Molecular gas. Molecular energy levels, CO lines and other important molecular
lines.

10. Integrated spectra of galaxies. Line broadening by line-of-sight velocity dispersion
in the stellar population: calibration and interpretation.

Because of the broad range of topics, no single textbook will cover all the material. The
best solution is probably a set of lecture notes prepared by the instructor.

2.2 Student learning outcomes

After taking this course, students will know what kind of information can be extracted from
the spectra of astronomical sources, how it is done in practice. and what are the limita-
tions to each technigue. They will acquire elementary knowledge of stellar and interstellar
wedium properties, and will be prepared to embark in the more detailed descriptions that
characterize more advanced courses like ASTR 423. 426 or 430.

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 320 is required of all students in the Astronomy BA degree program. and is an elective
for the Astrophysics BS degree program. These programs have not yet been approved and
introduced. but based on queries fromn prospective students, and enrollment in comparable
programns elsewhere, we anticipate an enrollment of ~ 20 students per vear.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 320 provides a practical introduction to astronomical spectroscopy. It is a key element
of the Astronomy BA program, one of several ASTR electives for the Astrophysics BS
programs. and an important complement to ASTR 300 and 300L. Spectroscopic techniques
are the foundation of most of our quantitative knowledge of the Universe.

5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 320 initial topics overlap with ASTR 423. where some key concepts like spectral line
formation aud stellar abundance determinations are explored in more detail.
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6 Number of Credits

ASTR 320 is a substantial lecture course with three contact hours per week: it is appropriate
for students to receive three credits for this course.

7 Student Evaluation

Students will be graded on the basis of (a) in-class participation in discussion sessions and
presentations, (b} weekly problem sets, (¢} two mid-term exams, and (d) a cumulative final
exam.

8 Instructors

ASTR 320 focuses on the foundations and practice of observational astronomy. The ma-
jority of teaching faculty at the Institute for Astronomy (IfA) are working observational
astronomers. Therefore, several potential instructors are available.

9 Impact on Workload

The IfA Graduate Chair. Dr. David Sanders. confirms that this course will not limit the
ability of Phvsics & Astronomy to offer other courses already listed in the catalog. ASTR
320 is envisioned as a critical component of the new astronomy and astrophysics majors for
which a proposal is in the process of being finalized. We expect that this course will be
primarily staffed by faculty from the IfA.
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 423
Stellar Astrophysics

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 423 is a calculus-based introduction to all the most important aspects of stellar
astrophysics. In this course, students will be exposed to the basic properties of stars, and
to a comprehensive array of techniques and procedures used to gain our knowledge of those
properties. A thorough understanding of the information provided in this course is an
essential prerequisite for any further work in astronomy.

This course is designed to be taken after ASTR 242, 300 and 320. PHYS 480 is a
prerequisite, or can be taken concurrently.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 423 is a lecture course, meeting for three contact hours per week. The syllabus
contains 9 sections. One week is allotted for final review. One week is allotted for midterm
exams and review.

. Basic stellar parameters. Size. mass, huninosity. Effective temperature. Observed

quantities: angular size, apparent brightuess. magnitudes. colors. Narrow-band pho-
tometry, monochromatic fluxes. Positions, proper motions. trigonometric parallax
mensurements from the ground and space. Distances and absolute magnitudes. The
HR diagram. Bolometric magnitudes and bolometric corrections. Direct measure-
ment of stellar angular sizes: interferometry and lunar ocenltation technigues. The
Barnes-Evans relation.

- Stellar spectra. Stellar absorption and emission features and spectral classification.

Doppler shifts. radial velocity measurements. rotational broadening,

- Binary systems. Methods for period determination: single and multiple period-

icities. Double-lined spectroscopic binaries: radial velocity curves and derivation of
orbital parameters. Double-lined eclipsing binaries: analysis of light curves and deriva-
tion of physical sizes and masses. Application of the Barnes-Evans relation for binary
distance determinations.

- Luminosity classes. The role of surface gravity. The logy - log Tog diagram. The-

ory of line broadening. Curve of growth and abundance determinations. Model at-
mospheres and modern quantitative analysis of stellar spectra. Element abundances
in the Sun and other stars. Stellar winds and mass loss: P-Cvgni profiles and their
interpretation.

. Evolution of single stars. Cepheids. RR Lyrae stars. and other pulsating variables.

Baade-Wesselink method.

. The distance ladder. Cluster main sequence fitting. cepheids in open clusters,

cepheids in the LMC. calibration of the cepheid period-luminosity relation,
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7. End states of single stars: brown dwarfs, planetary nebulae and white dwarfs,
core-collapse supernovae. Neutron stars, pulsars and black holes. Gamma-ray bursters
(long).

8. Evolution in close binary systems. Roche lobes, mass transfer and the Algol para-
dox. Common-envelope phase and planetary nebulae. Cataclysinic binaries and SNe
of type Ia. Calibration of SN Ia light curves for cosmological distance determinations.
Binary pulsars: testing general relativity. Gamma ray bursters (short).

9. Origin of most natural elements: unucleosynthesis in different phases of stellar
evolution.

Because of the broad range of topies, no single textbook will cover all the material. The
hest solution is probably a set of lecture notes prepared by the instructor.
2.1 Student learning outcomes

After taking this course, students will be familiar with the basic properties of stars of all
kinds. and will have working knowledge of the different methods used to investigate them.
They will understand the step-by-step process of astronomical distance determinations. and
will be prepared to undertake graduate studies and research activity in stellar astrophysics.

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 423 is required of all students in the BS Astrophysics program. This program has
not yet been approved and introduced. but based on queries from prospective students. and
enrollment in comparable programs elsewhere. we anticipate an enrollnent of ~ 20 students
per year.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 423 provides a thorough introduction to observational stellar astrophysics. It is a
key element of the Astrophysics BS progran.

5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 320 initial topics overlap with ASTR 423, where some key coneepts like spectral line
formation and stellar ahundance determinations are explored in more detail.

6 Number of Credits

ASTR 423 is a substantial lecture course with three contact hours per week: it is appropriate
for students to receive three credits for this course.
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7 Student Evaluation

Students will be graded on the basis of (a) weekly problem sets, (b) a mid-term exam, and
(e) a cumulative final exam.

ASTR 423 is the most advanced and rigorous lecture course in the Astrophysics sequence.
It discusses the astrophysics of stars at a high level, making extensive use of Quantum
Mechanics and the methods of Mathematical Physics. As such, ASTR 423 provides an
opportunity to assess the overall success of the BS Astrophysics program, and the exams
and assignments for this course will be designed and graded with program assessment in
mind.

8 Instructors

ASTR 423 focuses on the foundations and practice of observational stellar astrophysics. The
majority of teaching faculty at the Institute for Astronomy (IfA) are working observational
astronomers. Therefore, several potential instructors are available.

9 Impact on Workload

The A Graduate Chair, Dr. David Sanders. confirms that this course will not limit the
ability of Physics & Astronomy to offer other conrses already listed in the catalog. ASTR
423 is envisioned as a critical component of the new astronomy and astrophysics majors for
which a proposal is in the process of being finalized. We expect that this course will be
primarily staffed by faculty from the IfA.
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 426
Galaxies & Cosmology

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 426 is an advanced survey of extragalactic astronomy. In this course, students
will learn about galaxies, galaxy clusters, and the Jargest structures in the astronomical
universe. These objects and their formation will be placed in context based on the standard
cosmological model, ACDM. ASTR 426 presents an accurate, although necessarily brief,
summary of our current understanding of galaxies and cosmology. For students continuing
to graduate school in astronomy, this course provides an introduction to a rich and active
area of astronomical research.

This course will be offered in alternate years as an elective for both the Astronomy
BA and Astrophysics BS degrees. It will typically be taken in the Spring of the junior
or senior year. Students are assumed to be familiar with observational astronomy at the
ASTR 300 level, and to have previously encountered basic aspects of galaxies & cosmology
in ASTR 240 or 242. They should have completed PHYS 152 or 274, which provide nec-
essary background in mechanics, electromagnetism, and some aspects of modern physics.
Mathematics through Caleulus T (MATH 216, 242, or 252A), covering integration, differen-
tiation, and ordinary differential equations will be used routinely. More advanced concepts
in physics and mathematics will be introduced as needed.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 426 is a lecture course with extensive integrated discussion, meeting for three contact
hours per week. The syllabus contains three sections: (I} Phenomenology of Galaxies, {II}
The Standard Cosmological Model, and (III} Galaxy Formation. The first two sections
introduce the key subjects of the course. and the third section integrates this material to
provide a comprehensive picture. Each section will span four weeks: reviews and midterms
will be given after sections I and IL

By design. ASTR 426 will meet on a MWTF schedule and cover a specific topic each
week. At the beginning of each week. students will be given a short list of challenge questions
associted with that week's topic. The Monday and Wednesday classes will typically be given
as lectures, interspersed with brief active-learning exercises to focus student thinking and
foreshadow subsequent discussion. The final class of each week will be devoted to discussion.
problem-solving exercises, and student presentations. One or more of the challenge questions
distributed at the start of the week will form the basis for a student-led discussion, guided
as necessary by the instructor toward a clear resolution: other questions will be discussed
informally as thne permits. Some weeks will also include student presentations: these will
be scheduled to insure that every student has at least one occasion to co-present a brief
{~ 15 minute) review on a subject relevant to the course material. These presentations will
also give students an opportunity to consult primary sources in the scientific literature.
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2.1

Topics

A week-by-week outline might run as follows:

1.

[

W

-3

2]

10.

11

2.2

Introduction. Discovery of galaxies. Structure of the Milky Way. Hubble's law.
Dark matter and dark energy.

. Galaxy Mechanics. Gravitational fields. Orbital motion. Two-body relaxation.

Violent relaxation. Dynamical equilibrium.

. Spiral and Elliptical Galaxies. The Hubble diagram. Properties of spiral, ellipti-

cal, and dwarf galaxies. The huninosity function.

. Groups, Clusters, and Large-Scale Structure. The Local Group. The Local

Supercluster. Loose and compact groups. Structure and contents of rich galaxy
clusters. Redshift surveys. Correlation functions. Walls and voids.

. The Expanding Universe. Cosmological distance scales. The redshift-distance

relation. Homogeneity and isotropy. Kinematics of the expanding universe.

. Homogeneous Cosmological Models. Newtonian cosmology. Relativistic models.

Equations of state. Open, closed, and critical models.

. The Microwave Background. The Big Bang. Detection of the Cosmic Microwave

Background. Recombination and decoupling. Temperature fuctuations.

. Cosmic Nucleosynthesis. Thermal history of the Early Universe. Neutrons and

protons. Nuclear reactions in the Early Universe. Svnthesis of deuterinn, helium,
and Jithiwn,

- Gravitational Structure Formation. The Jeans instability. Effects of expausion.

The fluctuation spectrum. Hot and cold dark matter.

Galaxy Formation Scenarios. Collapse models. Hierarchical models. Core eol-
lapse in heavy halos. Infall aud mergers.

Photometric, Chemical, and Dynamical Evolution. Overview of stellar evolu-
tion. Stellar populations. Chemical envichment by super-novae. Inflows and autfiows.
Dynamical instabilities,

. The Universe at High Redshift. The high-redshift galaxy zoo. Quasars and active

galaxies. The Lyviman-a forest,

Textbooks

The two key subjects of this course are typically covered in separate textbooks. Fortunately,
a number of good options are available. For example, “Galaxies in the Universe” by L.S.
Sparke & J.S. Gallagher, 111 could be paired with “Introduction to Cosmology” by B. Ryden:
both books are written for juniors and seniors majoring in astronomy and physics.
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2.3 Student learning outcomes

After taking ASTR 426, students will have a broad but reasonably precise knowledge of
galaxies, cosmology, and the interface between these subjects. They will be able to describe
galaxies as physical objects, characterize their contents, and apply physical concepts such
as dynamical equilibrium. They will know how to describe the kinematics of simple cos-
mological models. calculate their evolution using Newtonian mechanics. and generalize to
include relativistic effects. They will understand the significance of cosmological relics such
as microwave background photons and light elements, and be able to discuss the connection
between thern, They will have a basic understanding of gravitational instability. the physics
of cosmic structure formation, and specific models for galaxy formation. Finally, they will
be able to quantitatively describe the evolution of galaxies due to stellar and dynamical
processes, and trace this evolution from high-redshift until the present.

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 426 will be targeted at juniors and seniors who have already taken a substantial
munber of Astronomy courses. We expect enrollment of approximately 15-25 students in
ASTR 426.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 426 is a capstone course, designed to provide students in the third and fourth years
of the BA Astronomy and BS Astrophysics programs with an integrated picture of a major
area of astronomical research.

5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 426 has limited overlap with other undergraduate courses at UHAM. ASTR 280 treats
a number of the same topics. but does so with fairly simple physics and math: it may be
a good preparation for ASTR 426. but in no way replaces it. ASTR 242 discusses galaxies
as physical systems but does not have time to present observational galactic astronomy in
detail and does not touch on cosmology or galaxy formation.

6 Number of Credits

ASTR 426 is a substantial lecture/discussion course with three contact hours per week: it
/
is appropriate for students to receive three credits for this course.

7 Student Evaluation

Students will be graded on the basis of (a) in-class participation in discussion sessions and
presentations. (b) weekly problem sets. (¢} two mid-term exams, and (d) a cumulative final
exanl.

ASTR 426 is one of the most advanced and rigorous courses in the BA Astronomy and
BS Astrophysics programs. It presents observations and theory of galaxies and cosmology at
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a high level, drawing exteusively on basic observational astronomy and elements of classical
and modern physics. Consequently, ASTR 426 provides an opportunity to assess several key
components of the BA Astronomy and BS Astrophysics programs, including physical laws
and their application to astronomy, as well as the observational properties of astronomical
objects. The examns and assigninents for this course will be designed and graded with
program assessment in mind.

8 Instructors

ASTR 426 covers key topics in extragalactic astronomy. A large number of teaching faculty
at the Institute for Astronomy conduct research on galaxies or cosmology. Therefore, several
potential instructors are available.

9 Impact on Workload

The IfA Graduate Chair, Dr. David Sanders, confirms that this course will not limit the
ability of Physics & Astronomy to offer other courses already listed in the catalog. ASTR 426
is envisioned as a critical component of the new astrounomy and astrophysics majors for which
a proposal is in the process of being finalized. We expect that this course will be primarily
staffed by faculty from the IfA.
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I AT MANOA
UHM-1 FORM (ADD A COURSE)
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 495

Senior Research Project

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 495 is designed to provide a structured research experience for students in the fi-
nal year of the Astrophysics BS and Astronomy BA programs. In this course, students
will conduet individual research projects under the supervision of astronomy faculty. As-
trophysics BS students will be required to take six credits of ASTR 495 and deseribe the
results of their work in a detailed research paper - in effect, a senior thesis. Astronomy BA
students must take at least three credits of ASTR 495 and produce a significant written
report. Both BA and BS students will also be required to present their work verbally.

This course provides a mechanism whereby UH AManoa undergraduates can participate
in cutting-edge astronomical research. It harnesses the outstanding research prowess of the
Institute for Astronomy (IFA). an internationally-recognized center of excellence in opti-
cal and infrared astronomy and instrumentation. Students will be able to pursue projects
in observational. theoretical, and numerical astronomy and instrument development. Sig-
uificant undergraduate research experience is strongly correlated with success in graduate
education: this course will allow UH Manoa students to compete effectively for admission
to elete graduate programs.

This course is designed to be taken in the senjor year. after students have taken ASTR 301
and acquired hands-on experience in observational astronomy with professional telescopes
and analysis technigues. While ASTR 301 is the only prerequisite for this course, the struc-
ture of the Astrophysics BS and Astronomy BA programs insures that students enrolling
in ASTR 495 are ready to begin independent research.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 495 projects will span a wide range of subjects: it is not possible to outline a syllabus
in advance. However, the organization of the course can be made explicit: this is in fact a
necessity for the students and the faculty who mentor them. The highly successful Research
Experience for Undergraduates (REU) program at the IfA provides a plausible model for
the design of ASTR 495.

HA faculty interested in wentoring undergraduates will form a working group. chaired
hy the Undergraduate Chair. This group will generate and discuss a set of hrief research
proposals, which will be distributed to BA Astronomy and BS Astrophysics studeuts during
the spring sewmster of their junior vear. This will provide time for students to explore
possibilities and have informal discussions with potential mentors. In their semior vear.,
students will formally select their projects and. in collaboration with their mentors, develop
detailed plans for conducting their research.

Our experience with REU students shows that motivated undergraduates are capable of
advanced research if they receive close supervision and support. We will therefore require
that ASTR 495 students meet with mentoring faculey for a mininnun of two hours per week.
These meetings should be scheduled at regular times and must be made up if missed. In
addition, the working group of IfA faculty mentoring undergraduates will continue to meet
at regular intervals to monitor progress and discuss problems as thev arise. These meetings
will help insure that students are held to a uniforin standard.
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While ASTR 495 is a variable-credit course, all participating students will be expected to
write up and present their research at the end of each semester. Detailed progress reports
or interm research papers will be required of continuing students. All students will give
brief research talks to an audience including their peers as well as IfA faculty, postdocs, and
graduate students.

2.1 Student learning outcomes

After completing this course, Astrophysics BS students will be prepared for independent
research at the graduate level, and Astronomy BA students will have a good grasp of
the nature and conduct of scientific research. By direct participation, students will have
learned how research projects are developed. conducted, and presented. They will have
first-hand experience with the scientific literature. Depending on the details of individusl
projects. they may bave participated in (a) drafting observing proposals, (b} conducting as-
tronomical observations, developing instruments. running numerical simulations. or mining
observational databases and {¢) writing and submitting papers to refereed journals. Stu-
dents will also have learned how to present brief, focused talks surmnarizing their research,
and field guestions posed by the audience.

3 Expected Enrollment

Students in the BS Astrophysics program must take two semesters of ASTR 495, while
students in the BA Astronomy program must take at least one semester. These programs
have not vet been approved and introduced, but based on gueries from prospective students
and enrollment in comparable prograns elsewhere, we anticipate an enrollment of ~ 15 to
25 students per year.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 495 provides a capstoue research experience for the Astrophysics BS and Astronomy
BA programs. The BS program is designed to prepare students for graduate school in
Astronomy or Physics; we consider the solid research experience provided by 6 credits of
ASTR 495 to be a eritical element of this program. The BA program has a wider scope,
appropriate for careers in science writing. telescope or planetarium operation, or other
STEM areas: students in the BA program will take between 3 and 6 credits of ASTR 495
to gain research experience.

5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 495 has some overlap with ASTR 399, which also offers supervised research with
Astronomy faculty. However, the objectives of the two courses are different. ASTR 399 can
accommodate a wide variety of directed reading and research activities for undergraduates at
different levels. ASTR 495 is specifically designed to provide a capstone research experience
for students in the last year of the Astrophysics BS and Astronomy BA programs.

[N
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6 Number of Credits

ASTR 495 is a variable-credit course. Astrophysics BS students are required to take a total
of 6 credits of ASTR 495 spread over two semesters. Astronomy BA students may register
for either one or two semesters, taking between 3 and 6 credits in total. The number
of credits taken in a given semester will be determined by the student and the mentor,
and must be approved by the Undergraduate Chair to nsure that uniform standards are
maintained.

7 Student Evaluation

Evaluation of research is inherently difficult, since the outcome of a research project can't
be predicted in advance, and the eventual impact of a finding may not become apparent
for some time. Individual mentors typically have detailed knowledge of student effort and
performance, but do not always have the objectivity needed to view student work in context.

To provide a concrete record, each ASTR 495 student will be reguired to keep a detailed
log of their research activities. This log will be reviewed by the mentor and Undergraduate
Chair before a final course grade is assigned. Students will receive separate grades and de-
tailed feedback on their progress reports. research papers. and research talks. At the end of
each semester, mentors will provide brief written statements assessing student performance,
with attention to effort, initative, and creativity: these will be reviewed and forwarded to
the students.

8 Instructors

The Undergraduate Chair will serve as the instructor of record for ASTR 495. This will
sinplify the paperwork involved and insure that grades are submitted in a uniform and
timely manner. Mentors for ASTR 495 projects will be recruited from the research faculty at
the IfA. We have a large pool of researchers covering virtually every aspect of observational
astronomy and instrumentation. as well as significant theoretical and numerical expertise.

9 Impact on Workload

The A Graduate Chair. Dr. David Sanders, confirms that this course will not limit the
ability of Physics & Astronomy to offer other courses already listed in the catalog. ASTR 495
is envisioned as a critical component of the new astronomy and astrophysics majors for which
a proposal is in the process of being finalized. We expect that this course will be staffed by
faculty from the IfA.
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Appendix E.

Revised Course Listings in support of Astrophysics/Astronomy Majors
(UHM-2 Cover Form + New Justification if needed)

ASTR 240 Foundations of Astronomy (effective — F’13)
ASTR 427 Cosmology (effective — S’15)
ASTR 430 The Solar System (effective — S’15)
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See Guidelines for instructions and deadlines. For undergraduate courses,
copies. If cross-listed, include extra copies for cross-listed department(s)

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'l AT MANOA
UHM-2 FORM (MODIFY/DELETE A COURSE)

submit an original and 4 copies; graduate courses, submit an original and 6
& college(s). List one course per form. Attach additional sheets as needed.

1. Transaction Type 2. Course Subject and Number | 3. Existing Full Course Title 4. Effective Term of Change
& modity ASTR 430 The Sofar System Spring 2015
0 betete
5. Honors Counterpart Exists? No (To add honors counterpart course also check Box 8n) g:s{;?i‘gcsation, GEC Use:
B Yes - Honors Pragram must sign box 11, Specify course; ;emn‘d [‘zngu:ge L Continue
T T 5 Ty —y — T Designation If requesting £ Remove
6. Existing Cross-Listed C J: of # 1#s) required int Box 11 and Deants) in “Approved By” section. change to designation also
To remove cross-lisied stutus alse check Box 3n. fill out Box 8
_______ CEC Titials

[l a. Course Subject &/or Number [ e, Grade Option O 8- Contact Hours/Number

8. Type of Change Check all that apply. For each change, fill in CHANGE DETAILS below. Read instructions carefully befure completing this section. Use additional sheets if needed.

[ & Class Standing Restrictions B o Catalog Description

O b. Frequency 7 ¢. Diversification, of Credits/Repeat 1. (i} Prerequisite Course(s) 3 n. Cross-listed/Honors

O ¢. Otfering Status Foundations, Limit/Credit Limit (i) Prerequisite Grade Course(s) - Signatures

3 4. rull Course Title/Barmer Hawalian/Second 3 k. Schedute Type Requirement required in Box 11 (&
Title {Banner title 30 char. Language O Co-requisite Course(s) (iii) Blanket Requirements “Approved By” section for
max incl. i it} g i ] j- Major Restrictions cross-listings). Submit

syllabus for honors courses.
CHANGE DETAILS
Change Type Existing Data Proposed Data
| (Specify letter noted above) (Check Baner fo confirm) (Exter data as it should sppear AFTER change. Use Box 9 to describe change.)

L{)  PHYS 170

. Observations and physical nature of planets and moons,
asteroids, comets, and other smali bodies; formation of
the Solar System, discovery of other planetary systems;

¢ ASTR 300, PHYS 152 or 274; MATH 216, 242, or 252A

Observations and physical nature of planets and moons,

. asferoids, comets, and other smalf bodies; formation of the Solar
- System; discovery of other planetary systems; solar activity.

solar activity. Given concurrently with 630,

4, Descrip of Change(s) & Justification Describe the change and why i is being d, ing is fovship to your overall curriculum. Abtach additional sheets if needed.
Attach z course syllabus for the modified course specifying student lerning objectives for the course. Syllabi are not required Jor “~99” courses,

New prerequisites are necessary 1o integrate ASTR 430 into Astronomy BA and Astrophysics BS programs. Course description should be changed
since this course will no longer be given concurrently with ASTR 630. See attached syllabus.

O Yes — indicate offices/campuses:
B nNe apphicable

10. Consultation; If other UHM and/or UH-sy e will be
affected, have they been consulted? (e.g., course is a prerequisite, required for ancther
major, offered at another UH campus, etc.}

LG tisted Dep Honors Program
Dept/Unit Chair/Director Signature Date
Dept/Unit Chair/Director Signature Date
12 Requested By

L certify that the student learning objectives for this modified course are consistent with the tearning objectives of each program under which the course is Histed.

Physics & Astronomy Pui Lam
Dept/Unit Chair/Director i Date
Approved By

1= College/School Dean Signature Date

2 College/School Dean Signature Date
General Education (Undergraduate courses numbered 100-499)

Director Date
Graduate Division (600 levef and abwwe}

Dean S Date
Manoa Chancellor’s Office

Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Sigy Date

Rev. 712013
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Course Justification for ASTRONOMY 430
The Solar System

1 Description & Objectives

ASTR 430 is a rigorous course covering the major topics of planetary astrophysics. It is
designed to be taken by advanced undergraduates who have already had several courses in
astronomy and who are comfortable with mathematics including calculus and differential
equations. ASTR 430 has been previously offered concurrently with ASTR 630, a course
on similar topics for graduate students. We now envision ASTR 430 as an undergraduate
course that will emphasize physical understandings of the phenomena and objects that
dominate the Solar System and extrasolar planetary systems.

2 Organization & Syllabus

ASTR 430 is a lecture course with extensive integrated discussion, meeting for three contact
hours per week. The syllabus contains ten sections enumerated below. each spanning 1-1.5
weeks. One week is allotted for final review and two weeks are allotted for midtern exams
and review.

At least one discussion session will be included in each of the ten sections of this course.
At the beginning of each section. students will be given a short list of challenge questions.
Several classes will typically be given as lectures, interspersed with brief active-learning
exercises to focus student thinking and foreshadow subsequent discussion. The final class of
each section will be devoted to discussion. problem-solving exercises, and student presenta-
tions. One or more of the challenge questions distributed at the start of the section will forn
the basis for a student-led discussion, guided as necessary by the instructor toward a clear
resolution; other questions will be discussed informally as time permits. Some discussion
sections will also include student presentations; these will be scheduled to insure that every
student has at least one oceasion to co-present a brief (~ 15 minute) review on a subject
relevant to the course material. These presentations will also give students an opportunity
to consult primary sources in the sclentific literature.

1. Solar System Overview — inventory of the Solar System - giant planets, terrestrial
planets, small bodies. satellites and ring systems: planetary properties.

2. Dynamics — keplerian motion: the three body problem: perturbations and reso-
nances; stability: tides.

3. The Sun and Solar Wind — solar magnetism; interaction of solar wind with
planetary magnetospheres, fonospheres. and minor bodies.

1. Planetary Atmospheres — thermal structure: composition: winds: photochemistry:
atmospheric escape: properties of glant planet atmospheres: properties of terrestrial
planet atmospheres.

5. Planetary Surfaces — mineralogy. surface morphology. voleanism. impact cratering,
dating techniques. surface geology of individual bodies - Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars.
glant planet satellites.
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6. Planetary Interiors — modeling of interiors, seismology, internal structure of indi-
vidual bodies — Earth. other terrestrial planets, giant planets, giant planet satellites.

-3

. Planetary Rings — Tidal forces and Roche’s limit, Hattening and spreading of
rings, resonances, shepherding, observations of ring systems - Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
Neptune.

8. Small Bodies — Comets - orbits, coma/tail formation. composition, formation:
asteroids: meteorites: trans-Neptunian objects; near-Earth ohjects and potentially
hazardous objects; observational surveys.

9. Extrasolar Planets — detection using radial velocity, transits, direct imaging and
other techniques; statistical properties of planet populations: orbital characterization:
atmospheric characterization: SETL

10. Planet Formation — star formation: evolution of protoplanetary disks: observations
of disks: growth of small bodies: formation of terrestrial planets: formation of giant
planets; planetary migration: the Nice model: in-situ formation.

2.1 Student learning outcomes

After taking this course, students will be fluent in all of the major topics related to Solar
System astronomy. They will be able to calculate the dvnamics of two and three-body
motion, including responses to perturbations, resonances. and tides. They will understand
the sources of solar magnetism, the characteristics of the solar wind, and it’s impact on
planets and minor bodies in the Solar System. They will be able to model the atmospheres,
surfaces, and interiors of the planets in the Solar System and will be able to use those models
to make predictions about the composition, photochemistry, surfaces features, and internal
structure of the terrestrial and gas giant planets. They will understand how the detailed
structures of planetary rings are generated, shaped. and maintained. Thev will know the
origins, compositions, taxonomies, and orbits of comets, asteroids. and other small bodies
in the Solar System. They will be able to model the detection and characterization of
extrasolar planets using modern techniques. They will be able to discuss the formation of
our Solar System and place it in the context of planet formation generally.

3 Expected Enrollment

ASTR 430 will be targeted at juniors and seniors who have already taken a substantial
number of Astronomy courses. We expect enrollment of approximately 15-25 students in
ASTR 430.

4 Relation to Curriculum

ASTR 430 is a capstone course primarily targeting students majoring in astrophysics (BS)
or astronotny (BA)., However. ASTR 430 can also serve as a stand-alone course for anyone
with the necessary physics and mathematics background who is interested in understanding
the important physical processes of solar system science.
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5 Overlap with Other Courses

ASTR 430 has some overlap in topics covered with ASTR 241 and ASTR 630. ASTR 241
is an introduction to astrophysics that uses problems in the Solar System as a vehicle for
teaching astrophysical thinking. It covers some of the same topics with less depth and
mathematical rigor. ASTR 630 is a graduate course that covers many of the same topics
as AST 430. but it presumes much deeper familiarity with observational astronomy. ASTR
150 = GG 105 presents a descriptive survey of the Solar System at the introductory level.
GG 304 applies physics to the internal structure of planets, overlapping with two of the ten
units in ASTR 430 (Planetary Surfaces and Planetary Interiors).

6 Number of Credits

ASTR 430 is a substantial lecture course with three contact hours per week: it is appropriate
for students to receive three credits for this course.

7 Student Evaluation

Students will be graded on the basis of {a) in-class participation in discussion sessions and
presentations. (b} weekly problem sets, (¢} two mid-term exams. and {d) a cumulative final
exan.

ASTR 430 is one of the most advanced and rigorous courses in the BA Astronomy and
BS Astrophysics programs. It describes the structure and history of the Solar System at a
high level, drawing extensively on basic observational astronony and elements of classical
and modern physics. Consequently, ASTR 430 provides an opportunity to assess several
key components of the BA Astronomy program of the BA Astronomy and BS Astrophysics
programs, including physical laws and their application to astronomy, as well as the obser-
vational properties of astronomical objects. The exams and assignments for this eourse will
be designed and graded with program assessment in mind.

8 Instructors

ASTR 430 focuses ou physical processes in the Solar System and extrasolar systems and
could be easily taught by the {currently) eight Astronomy faculty members whose research
focuses on solar system astronomy and/or extrasolar planets.

9 Impact on Workload

The IfA Graduate Chair, Dr. David Sanders, confirms that this course will not limit the
ability of Physics & Astronomy to offer other courses already listed in the catalog. ASTR 430
is envisioned as a critical component of the new astronomy and astrophysics majors for which
a proposal is in the process of being finalized. We expect that this course will be primarily
staffed by faculty from the IfA.
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From:

Appendix F.

Letters of Support

Memo: Tripartite Agreement - Astronomy / Astrophysics Undergraduate
Programs

Dr. Reed Dasenbrock, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, UH Manoa
Dr. Guenther Hasinger — Director, Institute for Astronomy, UH

Dr. William Ditto — Dean, College of Natural Sciences, UH Manoa
Dr. Randy Hirokawa — Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, UH Hilo
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Institute for Astronomy
Office of the Director

UNIVERSITY
of HAWAI'T'
MANOA

MEMORANDUM
May 2, 2012

TO: Reed Dasenbrock
Vice Chanceillor for Academic Affairs

FROM: Giinther Hasinger, Director, UH Institute for Astronomy
William Ditto, Dean, College of Natural Sciences, UH Manoa
Randy Hirokawa, Dean, College of Arts, and Sciences, UH Hilo

ST B

SUBJECT: Astronomy/Astrophysics Undergraduate Programs

Hosting some of the premier astronomical observatories on the summits of Mauna Kea
and Haleakala, astronomy is one of the big and very visible research enterprises of the
University of Hawaii and therefore one of the large attractions for students.
Consequently, there are astronomy teaching programs both in Manoa and in Hilo and
the Institute of Astronomy (IfA) is located on all three islands, Oahu, Maui and Hawaii
island. The IfA astronomy graduate program in Manoa is one of the largest and most
respected in the US and the Astronomy B.S. undergraduate program in Hilo is attractive
because of the vicinity to the World's premier astronomical observatory. The astronomy
undergraduate classes for non-science majors in Manoa are extremely popular and
reguiarly draw ~800-800 students per year into the ASTR100-level courses, but so far
do not provide a formal curriculum path for undergraduate students who wish to further
their studies in astronomy. With the increasing visibility of astronomy as a career path,
and with the increasing interdisciplinary nature of astronomy programs, there is a
significant potential for growth.

The proposal o establish new Astronomy B.A. and Astro-Physics B.S. undergraduate
programs in Manoa in cooperation with the Astronomy B.S. program in Hilo aims to
leverage the UH attractions and integrate them to a more coherent UH astronomy
education system. The three degrees (1) Astronomy B.A. (Manoa), (2) Astronomy B.S.
{Hitlo) and (3) Astro-Physics B.S. (Manoa) will represent different flavors and
specializations of UH astronomy undergraduate education tailored to different student
clienteles.

Variant (1) will be a degree aimed at students who may later go into science writing,
public communication, planetarium work, or science politics. Experience from other
schools in the US shows that the B.A. option has the potential to draw large numbers of
students. Variants {2) and (3) are aimed fo bring their best students into competitive
astronomy graduate programs, including our own. The existing program (2) in Hilo is
attractive because of the vicinity to the observatories on the Big Island and the
corresponding instrumentation/engineering programs. Apart from graduate programs it



also has the potential to strengthen the workforce development for the observatories on
the Big lIsland. IfA is committed to support the instrumentation specialization in this
program at UH Hilo. The new Astro-Physics specialization (3) is a rigorous physics
degree with a specialization in astronomy in cooperation with the Physics & Astronomy
Department in Manoa. Compared to (2) it requires a higher degree of specialization in
physics, leading up to a full year of senior level quantum mechanics and a senior
supervised research project with an IfA faculty member.

While the three different degree programs are independent of each other and given by
their responsible host campuses (Hilo or Manoa), there is a great potential for synergies
and coordination among the programs. The contents of the lower-level courses can be
harmonized and cross-listed, so that students can transfer credit points between the two
campuses. This allows a larger variety of career paths in the course of the
undergraduate studies. The selection of higher-level courses could be specialized and
coordinated, so that students from the two campuses can select from a larger number of
possibilities, assuming the necessary remote learning capabilities. Finally, important and
expensive infrastructure should be used jointly. Particularly attractive is the utilization of
the new UHH 24" educational telescope Hoku Ke'a. Equipped with remote observing
capabilities, this telescope can be used for lab classes both in Hilo and in Manoa.

The establishment of an astronomy undergraduate program integrated between UH
Manoa, UH Hilo and the HA is therefore a unique win-win opportunity and
wholeheartedly supported by the three units involved.
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Appendix G.

Academic Cost and Revenue Template

Notes on Line items:
Headcount Enrollment (Fall)
Annual SSH
Instructional costs without Fringe
Other Personnel Costs
Unique Program Costs
Total Direct and Incremental Costs
Tuition rate per credit
Other
Total Revenue
New Cost (Revenue)
Instructional Cost with Fringe/SSH
Support Cost/SSH
Total Program Cost/SSH
Total Campus Expenditure/SSH
Comparable Cost/SSH

Academic Cost and Revenue Template — New Program



A. Headcount Enrollment (Fall)

The projected total enrollment, broken down by academic year in Table G.1, is based on an
intake of 12 students/year for the Astrophysics BS, and 20 students/year for the Astronomy
BA. It is assumed that the programs formally begin in AY 2014-15, that students declare a
major at the beginning of their second year and take three years to complete their degrees,
and that after AY 2016-17 the programs reach a steady state.

B. Annual SSH

Annual SSH for the Astrophysics BS and Astronomy BA are calculated in Table G.1. Only
P&A courses taken by declared majors are counted in the courses and credits; it is assumed

AY201415 [ Avo01s16 | Avaoterr
Sop. Jun. Sen. Total [ Sop. un. ol | Sop. dun. Son Towl
12 12 [ 12 12 24 | 12 12 12 36
4 | 4 & 10| 4 6 8 18
r
o 14 | 14 2 35 | 14 21 22 57
P
y 168 168 | 168 252 420 | 168 252 264 684
B ]
A Enrolment | 20 20 | 20 20 40 | 20 20 20 60
A
s Courses | 3 3 |3 3 6 | 3 3 4 10
o
P
o Credits 10 10 | 10 12 22 | 10 12 10 32
LR
i
m ssH 200 200 | 200 240 440 | 200 240 200 640
Total Enroliment 32 64 96
Total SSH 368 860 1324

Table G.1: Projected Enrollment and Student Semester Hours
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that students follow the 4-year Graduation plans shown in Appendix B.

C. Instructional Cost without Fringe

C1. Number (FTE) of FT Faculty/Lecturers

Table G.2 shows how courses will be introduced as the programs are launched, and the
number of Instructional FTEs required to offer these courses. All of the 200-level ASTR

courses are already in rotation, as is ASTR 380. The re

be added in AY 2014-15, and the 400-level courses the following year. In AY 2016-17

additional sections of ASTR 240, 300, 300L, 301 and PHYS 485 are incl

projected demand.

The FTE computation is based on number of credits taught.
loads at 4-year campuses is 24 credits/year; the “Raw”
this. A load of 24 credits/year is appropriate for the 4.
associated with the IfA, which are divided among a m
faculty teaching a graduate program as well as und
ecturers, especially those who teach upper-division courses, also
The

Physics faculty and

have significant research and non-instructional workloads.
FTE = (Astr credits)/24 + (LD Phys credits)/15 + (UD Phys credits)/12 better

1

FTEs actually required for these courses.

An Instructor (I-2), hired using funding provided by CNS,
developing material for ASTR 300L, teaching this course, and
equipment and remote observing room. Thus the “Total” FTE,

which

maining 300-level courses will

*

uded to handle

BOR policy for teaching
FTE = (total credits)/24 reflects
0 Instructional FTEs currently
uch larger number of Research
ergraduate courses.

However,

“Adjusted”
reflects the

will spend 0.5 FTE
maintaining the lab

is used in the

Template, includes an extra 0.5 FTE, but deducts the credits for ASTR 300L from the

240, 241, 280, | 240, 242, 281,
240, 241, 280, | 242, 281, 301, 243%02‘;1602,_80’ 243'238;23801' 300 (x2), | 301 (x2). 320,
300,300L | 320, 380 423,495 | 406/230 205 | 300L (x2), | 380, 426/430,
: ' 423, 495 495
14 16 20 22 25 29
152, 1521
12,152, | o ;55 ;?gt 274,274L,311,| 272, 272|274 %gL'S”'
272, 2791 : , 272L, 450 310, 350, 480, :
310, 350 Phys. Elec.
485
8 | o 4 0 8 6 4 6 8 | 10| 4 9
175 2.75 3.54
. FTE 2.05 3.55 4.63
Total FTE l 2.47 3.97 4.97

Table G.2: Courses, Credits, and Instructional FTEs
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total (Astr Credits).
C2. Number (FTE) of PT Lecturers

No part-time instructional staff are required to implement these programs during the initial
phase unless enrollment is much greater than projected.

D. Other Personnel Costs

The figure shown represents 0.5 FTE for secretarial support for the Astrophysics BS and
Astronomy BA programs. A 1.0 FTE Secretary II is assumed to cost $33,720.

E. Unique Program Costs

This includes initial purchase, support, and upgrades for computer hardware and software, and
purchase and support of optics laboratory equipment. Costs for AY 2015-16 and 2016-17
include the purchase of a robotic telescope, to be shared and jointly operated by UHM and
UHH. The net cost of this telescope is estimated at $600K. One-quarter of this cost will be
covered by UHM, one-quarter by UHH, and one-half raised by the UH Foundation. Operating
costs for this facility are included from AY 2015-16 on.

F. Total Direct and Incremental Costs
Calculated by the Template (sum of C, D, and E).

G. Tuition rate per credit

The tuition rates shown are per the published UHM tuition schedule (Resident). Since no tuition information for
subsequent years is available, the AY 2018-19 rate is used for all subsequent years of the program as shown
(despite the likelihood of future tuition increases). Tuition of non-resident students is not accounted for in the

template format and therefore all students are indicated as residents. The Astrophysics BS and Astronomy BA
programs are expected to attract a significant number of non-resident students.

H. Other

Effective AY 2016-17, the program will charge a fee of $500 per semester (entered as $1000 x
headcount enrollment).

I. Total Revenue
Calculated by the Template.
J. Net Cost (Revenue)

Calculated by the Template (a negative number indicates net revenue or revenue in excess of
cost).
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K. Instructional Cost with Fringe/SSH
K1. Total Salary FT Faculty/Lecturers

Since specific faculty have not been assigned to the program, and will vary over the life of the program, the
salary rate base is assumed to be an average of current full time faculty salaries.

K2. Cost Including Fringe of K1
Calculated by the Template.
K3. Total Salary of PT Lecturers

No part-time instructional staff are required to implement these programs during the initial
phase unless enrollment is much greater than projected.

K4. Cost Including Fringe of K3
Calculated by the Template.
L. Support Cost/SSH
Non-Instructional Exp/SSH
Amount entered is as reported by UH (2011-12 data).
System-wide Support/SSH
Amount entered is as reported by UH (2011-12 data).
Organized Research/SSH
Amount entered is as reported by UH (2011-12 data).
M. Total Program Cost/SSH
Calculated by the Template (sum of K and L).
N. Total Campus Expenditure/SSH
Amount entered is as reported by UH (2011-12 data).
O. Comparable Cost/SSH

Amount entered is as reported by UH for the UHM Bachelor’s in Engineering degree program.
This program is a reasonable match to the proposed Astrophysics BS and Astronomy BA
programs in terms of content and professional orientation, although the number of Engineering
students exceeds the projected enrollment in our programs.
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